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Dioces, Rofen, Lecior

¥ Such delighs
As Moat to earth, purmiiied vhslants |
When in same hanr of salemn jubilee
The massive gates of Faradive are thrown
Wide cpen: and forth come in fragments wild
Sweet echoes of unzarthly mebodies,
Apd odoars snatched frem beds of Amaranth,
And they that from the crystal river of life
Spring up on feashenod wing, smbrozial gales.”
—&. T. Covenicisi.
Relipiauz Muggngs,
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T0 THE RIGHT REVERENID} FATHER IN GORD,
EDWARD,
LoRD BISHOP OF ROCHESTER,
THIS ES2AY 15 1NECHIBED,
I% GRATEFUL RECOGNITION OF HIS FAITHFUL AND IMPARTIAL
ADMINISTHATION OF A LARGE DIOCESE,
OF HIS AFFECTIONATE INTEHREST IN THE
OEDER OF LAY-READERS,
WHICH PROMIBES TO IE OXE OF ITS MOST POTENT AGENCIES,
AND OF HIS PERBONAL KINDNERS T0 OXE OF IT3
MEMBERS.






PREFACE

Tue popularity which Jeremy Taylor's works ouce
enjoyed is shown in the following extract from an
author, born less than four years after Taylor's
death : “ We see the Reverend Doclor's Treatises
standing, as it were, in the front of this order of
aunthors, and as the foremost of those Good Books
nsed by the politest and most refined Devotees of
cither sex, They maintain the principal place in
the siudy of almost every elegant und high Divine.
They stand in folics and other volumes, adorned
with variely of pictures, mldings, and other decora-
tions, on the advanced shelves in glass cuphoards
of the lady's closets. They are in use al all seasons,
and for all places; as well for Church Service as
"Closet Preparation; and, in short, may vie with
any devotional books in British Christendom,” !

! Earl of shafteabury's Clharacteristics, 111, 537,

vik
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Frow the high estate here described they have
fallen into a condition of undeserved neglect, and
that chiefly among the people to whom such
reading wounld bo mwosf wseful, wiz,, the lay mem-
hors of the Church of Fogland,

Tt 1s mainly to my fellow laymen that the follow-
ing pages are addressed. They arc tho result of a
great deal of reading in Tavlor's own works, as well
as in the writings of hiz conlemporaries and com-
mentators, whether friendly or otherwise; and they
aim pt presenting the subject in an easy and popular
formy, in the hope that some nay be attracted to
it, and perhaps indueed to complete for themselves
p study to which they are here introduced, Tn
other words, I simply desire to create an appetite
to be gratified clsewhere, or to point out the way
which the traveller may pursue wlone at his leisnee,
To this end T have appended a Bibliography to the
volume, containing a list of Jeremy Taylor's works,
and w selection of ofher books and papers which
may be usefully consulted as throwing light upon
them, in addition to those referred to in the text,

The special object of Lhis essay will explain why
certnin matters, with which the regular student
is already well acquainted, are here dwelt on at

length, while others (eq., the Bishop's career in



Preface. ix

Treland) are lightly touched on as less interesting,
or less useful at present, fo the reader immediately
addressed.

While preparing my notes for the press I was
gratified at the appearance of Mr. Edmund (Gosse's
admirable biography, which 1 thought would more
than answer my own purpose, and, as the work of
an expert, would render the publication of anything
else unnecessary or injudicions. It has been pointed
out to me, however, that the scope of the series to
which the distinguished writer had contributed would
preclude the consideration of Taylor’s theology, which
was quite as necessary to a full understanding of the
great divine as the literary aspect on which his
biographer was bound to dwell, and even more
necessary for the parficular readers 1 hoped to
secure. In short, 1t seemed clear that there was
plenty of room for fwo works, in which the same
subject was treated so differently, and whose objects
were far enough apart to prevent anything like a
collision between them. Turther thar this, although
I am conselous of the apparent act of presuwption
in entering a field alveady so well occupied, I am
encouraged to go on with the publication by this
very coincidence, inagmuch as it is most likely that
Mr. Gosse's work will have helped to revive a general
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interest in the neglected anthor, to whieh T am
hoping to contribute in a special direction.

As regards "Taylor's theology, I have confined
mysell to an exposition of it ag deduced from his
own statements, noither qualifying nor suppressing
anything to accominodate his opimons to those of
any particular school or party within or without
the Church of England. If I have misinterpreted
himy 1n any doctrinal point, as 18 not unlikely when
dealing with an author of his known awbiguity, 1
shall be only too glad to be set right,

In conelosion, [ bave to express iy grateful
acknowledgments to my friends Messrs, W. A Kclk,
AW, Nott and A F. Tait, for their valuable help
and eounsel; also to Dr. J. Venn, the Historian,
and Dz, J. 8. Reid, the Librarian of (Gonville and
Cams College, for their courteons readiness to give
information and fucilities doring the preparation
of this little work.

GEORGE WORLEY.

MicHarisas, 1904,



