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At a meeling of the Chasnber, beld om the evening of fthe fsf, the fallowing
reambie mod resclulions were offered and uoanime wm
HEREas the forifed improvement of the III.I‘WJSL , and the navi-
Elie- of Lhd Mississippd river and its principal tributaries, are matlers of deep
at o this com ity and to the whole West, and, whereas, it has been
represented to this Chamber, that cur fellow-citizen A. B. LChambers, Erg., Fas
beea for some time engaged, and is yet employed jn collecting and arranglng
much imporiant information relating se aml o the trade, com-
merce aod improvement of Bt. Lowis. Therelore, ba it
Reavleed, that a select commmilles of five be ted by the Presidest to walit
u A. B. Chambers, Esg., and reqoest of him to submit for 1he corslderntion
this Chamber, a statement of sech farts and Information as he may have col-
lected and artanged, rela to the mbjects referred to.
ferolned, that sahl commitiae be requesied to glve such ald and infremation

=¢ may bo in their power, towards perfecting the statements, sfatlsiical fables,
in mbere, and that

&, me Are of Bay Mmu- of arrengement t:,; Mr, U
they make a report lhe 1o & adfonrned meeting of this Chamber, to be held
o8 Tussday evenlng next.
The President appointed as the commitiee of fve, under first resclnton
Memry. Jowr I3, Dasorrr, Chairman,
" W. D. BaggerT,
G, K, Buno,
N. E. JinxEv,
W. M. Mossrssx.

.
’
1

F; L. RIDGELY, Sce. C. of €

COLMBER OF COMMERCE,
Bry, Lovis, Fregusiny 8, 1842, *
Efa meefing of tlm Chamber, held this even the committee appolnied at
the last mesting submit the ﬂﬂl’w-mx report resolation, and slso the siate-
mest of Hr.?hmhn,-ﬂuh, ufier haviog been remd awd examined, wers

snonimoysly adepted.
o - F. L. RIDGELY, 8ec. C.af C.

To it Parmpewr or *RE Craxosee oF CoMMERCE,

Biz—Your solect mm%m Inted under a resclotion of the 1sf instant,
roquiring thess ta reguest of A. B. Chambers, Esq., for the consideration of this
Chamber, & siatement of meh statistical tables and ofler information, 23 he may
hute collecied and arranged in relation fo the trade of 9 Louks, and this partlon
ammlc{mm-ﬁ-ﬂm. anil s wouhl have fhe effert (o promote the [n-
eerests of sakd trade by used in such menner as to induce the improvement
of the Misdaippl elver mnd 3ts principad fribotaries, and also to afford Mr. Chum-
bers such aid and information 3 they might be able fo give towerds
wsach slaterments, and 10 report the same Y this Chamber, beg leave to

REPORT,
That they have conferred with Mr, Chambers, a5 will r by reference o
the nubj correspondence between the chairman of your commiites mmd

A B G bers, Eaq., which laiter gentleman has wery cheerfully furnished
your sommiiies & lengthy and able exhibit of the commerce of our Cily and ad-
acont country, amd embracing & Jarge amount of valuable wod interesting in-
upon the general aecuracy of which yoor commities rely Implrgu;;
nol only from the fact that they very exrefully comulted upen amd revised the
statistics, but in many cheer, l;c aggregale amounts were supported by indivi-
danl itermy, folly bearing oot the correctners of the former; and your committes
embrace this ity of expressing their acknowledgments to Mr, Chambers
for the care labar evidently bestowed upon the by him, as well as for
the facilities aforded the commitiee in Rr:m:l:i them to the Chamber,

Your committea in eoncloslon, herewlth submit for the consileration of the
Chamber the statlsties, ke., above referred to, logether with the ecrresponds nos
between the commillee and Mr. Chambers, alio reflerred to; and recomaeni the
adoption of the fWllowing roesolution



the President of lh.ktlumhurh,udhahhau::
mnﬂhhnpwﬂolhe?miﬂ-nul Lhe United

e i o
1o tramemit li:i one
eopy of the same (o each af the heads of Dejartments at Washington City, nod !
coa io aach Beanlor and R saniative in Congress.
All of which is re ¥ sl
2 JOHN D, DAGGETT,
GECL I:. B'IJDD
N, Comrrres,
H. n JANNE!‘
W. D. BAREET,

8t. Lonis, Fobroary 8, 1843,

Br. Loum, Fropvany 8, 1842,

mau mpiﬂuﬂunnﬂtm documents am] ether mr. siatistics of the
Oatoss H s DOiel BIakeL S ret + vasl preming. sl rmi?uﬂl:!"m
s real o
some action to cause the Mtipﬂm‘ufuh HiMpphFﬂur tnd“iu
biitarisa, as wall ummw«u Louis 1o be improved, and thereby o pre-
vent the great loss of property, which must secessarily lake place on those rivers,
Hnﬂhln;hdmhlmpmﬁuirmr
At & meeting of the Chamber on :nhdlnl,ﬂlanndenmmw
pnhlod I. eommittes to confer with you In reference to these mlimu, and, with
iow, to examine and lay them before the Chamber for soch action
The d"""""Mm thtrafocn wal forence fo this sbject, at
w e wall on 1n reference
wel&mnnlphﬂ,u#l“beﬂm Imma;?ﬂem

We m:x:wtmd m' unds;-hhh-g.gi,m remain :
M
L e Yo b 'DAGGETT,
GEQ, K. BUD
W, M uunniuﬂu CommirrEE.
JANNEY

w. n. m.nml"r
To A. B. Caanaxes, Esg , present.

Br. Lovrs, Fropvany 3, 1543
To TaE CoMMITTEE oF THE CHaMsEx oF CoMnENcE, S1. Lovi,
Gentlamen:—Your note of this dats wilh a of the resclution of the
Chamber of Commernce of 81, Im have been recelve
lurlu afford me pleasurs hmu ihe mtatistica 1 bave collected, ia relation
the trade of 8t. Leais, and lbe nocessity of MFMM iﬁi:- of illm
H’ihllliﬂﬂ and its princh lrlhui.lthl, snd also the
you al such time as will best suit r convenience ihill- bo
ibooght lo merit atteation, fo ‘Iruu them u&h!rilud U] ﬁ;
ol
T e O B, CHAMBERS.



To rux Pagsivext axp Mewsens or TuE Sv. Lovis Crams
rer oF Commence,
. Gentlemen—In November last I wrote and published in
the “Missouri Republican,” an article concerning the im-
provement of the Mississippi and Missouri rivers, having
more particular reference to the necessity of freeing the
channels of those rivers from snags. I then fattered myself,
that the exhibit which was made of the extent of the trade
on those sireams, the losses which had been sustained by
the snaging of boats, the population and States interested
would have had the effect of awakening the attention of the
national legislature to the subject, and of securing that con-
sideration which the public welfare, the growing population
and the increasing trade of the West demanded. E.[‘Eom hopes
have not been fully realized, but there is reason to believe,
that the spirit of enquiry has been awakened in the public
mind, and, to some extent, on the part of the representatives
of the West in Congress. Repeated demands have been
made for the facts embodied in that article, which could not
be lied, the publication having been exhausted imme-
dia::?paﬂ.er its appearance. At the instance of his Honor
the Mayor and the officers of the Insurance Companies in
thia city, I bave attempted to re-embody the facts then given,
with such additional statistics, arguments and reflections as
I have been enabled to collect, which are here presented.
- I am highly gratified, that an opportunity has been afford-
ed me, through a committee of your Chamber, to submit to
our scrutiny and approval, or correction, the facts which I
ave collected. It will be scen that, from the absence of
official information, ag to the extent and importance of the
internal trade of the West, I have, in most instances, been
compelied to resort to individuals for facts; and, whilst I take
pleasure in acknowledpging = general disposition on the part
of the business men of%ha eity, to give all aid to my inquiries,
I am compelled to confess the impossibility of arriving at
complete statements in any case. (OfF the correctness of the
information thus obtained, the Chamber will be able to judge.
I am, moreover, gratified at the opportunity of having my
statewnents examined, and, if b-alielrer:o be erroneous in any
particular, corrected. It has been my desire to present fac/s
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ag they are, neither magnifying the extent of our trade, nor
the dangers and losses occcurring on our rivers, but fairly
and honestly to state the truth, as I feel conscious that the
whole fruth is all that is necessary to be laid before the pub-
lie, or the national legislature.
Your action upon this subject, I trust, will have & whole-
gowe influence in awakening public attention to it. [ have
seen that the efforts of a single individual, however
strong the facts by which he might be Euprﬂad,wm not suifi-
cientto arrest the attention of the people, and of the publio
functionaries. The VaLrer or Tar Mississirrr has grown
up in population and wealth by her own unaided advan
and the work has been so rapid, yet so imperceptible,
ere the world was aware of the fact that the red man has disaps
pesred from his native wilds—a white population, numbering
many millions, are inhabiting their lands—combining intells
gence und industry, and enjoying many of the luxuries of
societies of longer standing. ere bemg no Home Depart-
ment conneeted with the gemeral Government, and no rreanst
by which the mnltifarious ramifications of the inlawd trade
ean be known—as nearly everything that can be ascertained
must be gathered from partial statements or from personal
cbsarvation—the commerce of the Valley of the Misaiset
has grown to anextent which astonishes even the most intel-
ligent of those who daily mingle in it. From the pancity of
means to arrive st any thing like a just estinrate of its extent
or influence, or of the dangers to which it is subject—a fact
which says but little for the patronizing care of guvera«
ment which, by the consiitotion, is invested with the excha-
sive power of regulating the commerce between the Stetes—
it is hardly matter of sstonishment, much less of cemplaint,
that our representatives in Congress, and other functionaries
of the: government, should be ignorant of the obstacler fo,
and careless abont the protection of this trade. What the
merchant, who is in daily connection with the trade, dovs ot
know, it is not to be expected that the resentative: who,
ersonzlly, iz seldom 'omlg‘t in contact with it, should know.
gnt the existence of this fact, the magnitude of the interestis
involved, and the lamentable ignorance which prevails, would
seem imperatively to demand that Congress should provide:
some means by which this state of things might be remadisd
in futare. Indeed, without information of this cheracter,
gathered from official sonrces, it is impossible for the press,
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which should be tle right arm of the people in securing atfet.
tipn to their waats, to accomplish anything; and T trust that
the day is not distant when the force of p’?lgiic sentiment will
awakon the aitention of Congress to the propriety of estab-
lishing some saten by which the statiatics of our internal
epmmerce moy be collected and ed.

In the consideration of this subject, I assume this position.
That the improvement of the Mississippi river and tis prin-
cipal tributaries, by the removal of the snags and whatever
cf.::‘ may impede or ebsiruct the navigalion, 18 G NATIONAL
wonx—{hat the extent of lerrilory, population, trade, and
various tnferesls dependent upon él, imperalively vequirs
that the work of improvement should be immedia’ely com-
menced and vigorously proseculed (o ils completion.

Before proceeding to consider the facts which I will ad-
duce in support of this position, it may be well, for the in-
formation of those who have not visited the west, to state the
character and source of the principal impediment to the safe
navigation of the Mississippi and Missouri rivers, remark-
ing that the Ohio and [llincis are con‘xj::rnti\'t!y free from
dangers of this description, ps is also the Mississippi above
the mouth of the Missouri.

. The bed and banks of the Mississippi and Missouri are
eomposed of sand or alluvial d?:nim, which readily yield
to the action of the stream, and frequent and mp-aategohan-v
ﬁ take place in the bed or channel of those rivers. The

ks are mostly covered with large trees. Whenthe direc-
tion of the river, by any ohstruction in its bed, or by a rise,
is changed, the banks wash awcy, and the trces fall in and
ara carried off by the stream. The sand and earthy sub-
stances adhering to the roots, after a time, cause that fe
sink, anchoring it fast in the stream; & deposite of is im=
medistely formed around the roots by the eddy created by
the obstruction, and the channel is forced in another direc-
tion, In process of time, the branches of the tree are worn
gr broken off by the action of the water, ice, &c., leaving
nothing but the stem, preseating up or down stream, just as
it may have happened to sink, 2 E-h.l!{ int. gome settle or
sink so that the point is a few feet w the surface of the
water at its lowest stage; others seltle so that the point ap-
pears, or makes a break on the surfape of the waler; and
others, again, are elevated above the highest water mark,
The first are the most dangerous, as they cannot be seen,



