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PROSPECTUS.

ELEGANT HOUSEHOLD EDITION

aF THE

Works oF CaarLes IDIickEns,

Nlustrated from Drawings made expresly for this Edinon,
By F. O. C. Darrey anp Jouw GineerT,

Executed on Seeel, in Pure Line and Etching, by Eminent Enpravers.
S

The subscriber will commence, March 15t, 1861, the issae of
an entircly new edicion of Dickens® Novels, from new stercotype
P]arl:ﬁ, Pr':nh:d b:\r HmJ(:I-ITb?d, gt the * Riverside Press,” Caml‘rridg:_
on superior daid paper, in stylc and form similar o Ticenor & Fieene'
rorvLak Houseworn Emrion or vue Wavearsr Novers, Grest
pains have been taken by the publisher o render this edition of
Dickens’ Works the mast perfect series of books ever issued in Ameri-
ca. The original deawings by Darcer, whose designs for the Illis-
trated Edition of CuoPl:r’ﬁ Movels have been s dis‘tingu'lsh:d, angd
the drawings by Joun Giusert, the foremost of English arvises (chis
being the first time Mr. Gilbert has contributed original drawings to
an American publication), will give this edition a valye possessed by
no other, cither English or Amerlcan.

THE PUBLICATION WILL COMMENCE WITH
PICKWICE PAPERS,

1 Fous voLomEs, 16mo,  Price 75 cents per volume.

It is the intention of the Publisher to isue a complete novel in
two or more volumes on the Bst of each month, and to complete the
geries in 5o volumes,

JAMES G, GREGORY, Pususaer,
(Successar to W. A Townsend & Co,)
WNO. 46 WALKER STREET, N. Y.
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THE GREAT ISSUES

NOW BEFORE THE COUNTRY.*

Weny the Congress of the Tnited States, on the 4ch of July, 1276, issu-
ed the ever memoratle Declaration, they deemed thet a decent rerpent for
the opiniung of mankind, required & formal statement of the causes which
impelled them to the all-important mesvure.  The eighty-Gfth anniversary
of the greal Decluracion fods tho loyal poople of tho Talon cogaged in e
tremendous eonfiict, to mainenin apd defond the grand nationality which
wal asqented b}'mlr ﬁtherﬁl and to prevent thair fair oreatinn from orumb-
ling into dishooorables chaos. A great people gallantly strugeling to keep
& uoble frame-work of porernment from falling inlo wrotched Fragments,
needs no justifiestion et the tribucel of the pulklle opinlon of mankind, But
while our patriotie fellow-cltizens, whe have rallied to the detence of the
Unicn, marahalled by the atdert of living chisftaing, are risking their lives
in tho field; whils the precioua blood of your youthful haroes and ours is
poured out toguther in defencs of this precious logmey of constitutionsl free-
dom, you will not think it & misappropriotion of the hour, IF 1 employ it in
showing the juatice of the canse in which we ars engaged, and the fallacy
of the arguments employed by the Houth in vindiestion of the war, alike
murderons and suicidal, which she is waging against the Conetitution and
the Toion.

A twelvemonth ago, nay, 3ls or sevet Months agd, OOF COUBLFT WAS To-
garded and spoken of by the reat of the evilized world, as among the most
prosperous in the family of nations, It was claseed with Knglaod, Frunce,
and Russin, 83 ona of the four leading powors of the are.t Bemote as we
were fron: the complicatlons of foreign politica, tho exlent of our commeness

* Large portions of this cratlon wera, on aooount of e Jengeh, necessrdly omitbed
in the dellvery.
t Tha Edindnrgh Revlow, April 1881, pu M

wOoR 19FEB'38
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und the efficiency of our navy won for o the rerpectful consideration of
Europe. The United States were partienlarly reforved to on all opcasions,
and in all countries, a2 an illnstration of the mighty infinence of free gov-
srnnents in prowoting {he prospecity of sttes. In England, notwith-
standing sqme diplomatic eolllaions on boundary queations, abd ceeasional
hoatile reminiscencea of the paat, there has hanﬂyhen & debate for thirty
wears, in parlisment, on any topic, in reference to which this country in the na-
ture of thinge sfforded matters of connperiaon, in which it was not referred to
B8 furniahing Inseenetive exsmples of proeperows cuter prigo sod hopefol prog-
ress. At home the couwntry grew o8 by epchantment, Tie vael territo-
rial extent, augmented by magmificent scosasions of conterminous territory
paacefully made; its populstion far more rapidly incressing than thag of
any other eountry, and swelled by un emivration frm Europe such as the
world bug pever before soon ;- the muteslly benofelal intorommmes batween ita
different aections and climates, each supplying what the other wante; the
rapidity with which the arts of civilization have been extended over
before unrattled wildernees, and, together with this matarial prosperity,
the advance of the cruniry in educstion, literature, seivnes, and refinement,
formad » dpoctacla of which the history of mankind furniched no other
example, That ench was the state of the country Bix monthe ago was
matter of general recngnition, and acknowledgment at home and abrosd,

There was, however, nne aad deduction to be mada, not from the troth
of this description, ast from the Sdelity of this picture, for thet is incon-
testable, Lub from the cootenl, happiness, snd motusl geod-will which
ought to have exigted on the pack of & people farored by such an soeumus
lation of providemtial blessings, 1 alluda, of eourae, to the gresai sectional
oontroversise which have so leng agiteted the eountry and arrayed ths
people in bitter geographical aniagouisin of polisicasl orgapiration snd
petion.  Floree party courentions hoad alwars exipted in the Teited Blates,
& they ever have and unquestionably sver will exiet undar all fres elective
governments; and thess contentivoe kod, from the Grat, tended somewhat
to & asctivnal character,  They hed nof, however, till quite lately, sesumed
thit charncter 2o axclugively, that the minority it any cne part of the
eountry had not had & respectnble olectors]l representation in every otber,
Till laat November, there has never been a Southern presidential candi-
data who did not, rereive alectoral votes st the North, nor a Northern oans
didate who did not receive electorat vobes st the South.

At the late election and for the firat timo, this wasa oot the caso; and
conagqueness the most extraordingry and deplorable heve resulted, The
QOUNETY, A8 we have gean, belng in profound peace st home and sbroed,
&ng i a state of unexampled prosperity—agrienlture, commerca, naviga-



NOW BEFORE THE OOUNTRY. 5

tion, manufactures, east, west, north, and mouth, recovered or repidly
recovering from the erisie of 1B67—powerful and reepected abroad, and
thriving beyond exmnpls at home, sutered, in (ho uswsl manner; upon the
electionesring campaign, for the cholce of & ninetesnth President of the
Unitad Statee. I eay, in the urual manner, though it is troe that parties
wera more than usually broken up and subdivided, The normal division
wis it bwo wheat partics, oot twees had on several fonner oecusions been
three; in 1324 there were four, aud theee wara four Iast Noveimber, The
Bouth equnlly with the Weat and the North entersd into the canvass; con-
ventions were hald, nominslious mads, mass meetings sssembled ; the
platform, the press enlistad with uaweoled vigor; the election in all its
atages, conducted in lewal and constitutionad form, without violeace and
withoul surprise, and the result obtained by a decided mejority,

No sooner, however, was this result aspertained, than it appeared oo
the part of one of the Southern Mutow, und her ezampls was rapidly fol-
lowed by oibwoes, ot it had by 0o iocans been the ntentive of those states
w abide by the reaule of the elegtion, except on the coe eonditien of the
chaies of their candidate. The referance of the graat seclionsl ntroversy
to the peeceful arbitrament of the ballot-box, the great eafety-valve of
repiblican inetitutivns, thouglh mada with every sppearacce of good faith
on tho purt of our beethyen &% che Boush, eant but this: If wo succesd
in thiz election, aa wre have in Kftesn that have preceded it, well und good;
wa will eqnsent to govern the eountry for four years mors, as we hove
already yovormed ik fot glxty yenrs; Bul wa have no mtention of acquieg.
cing n ony other resnlt. We do nob mean to abide by the slection,
elthough we participate io it, unlear oer sandidate i3 chosen, I he fils
we intend to prostrate the government and break up the Tuion—penoe-
&by, if the states compesing the majority are willing that it ahould be
broken up pancebly—otiverwize, st tho poinl of the awond.

Tha elaction took pluoe on the Gth of November, aod in pursnence of
the extracrdinary programme just deseribed, the state of South Corclina,
aeling by w convention chesen for the purpore, asperobied o the 17th of
December, and om the 200, pussed unaoinously what wase styled * An
erdinance to diseolve the Union between the state of Bouth Cuarolins and
othar states united with Lier, under the compact enditled the Coustitution
of the Unitid Btetes of America™ It is not my purposs oo this eoeaslon
o make » documentury apesch, but as this so called *ordinance” is very
short, and affords matter for deep reflection, I beg boave to recate it o full 5

Y We, the people of the suate of Seuath Caroling ie conveution nssem-
bled, o declsre and ordain, and it 8 hereby declared and orduined, thas
the ordinance adopbed by us in sonvootion on the 234d day of May, in the
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yuar of owr Lord 1785, whereby the conatitution of the Tnited States was
ratifled, and also all Acte and ports of acks of the Genersl Assembly of
thie state, ratifping the amendmenta of the suid constitution, sre hereby
repealed, and that the Union now subeiating hetween Sonth Carolina and
otler statey, undor the pame of the Toited Statea of America, ia dissolved.”

This remurkable document 4 culled au " ordinance ;" and po doubt Rome
epeclal virtue ia suppoeed to reside in the name.  Bul namos sre nothing
exeepé as chey wroly reprecent thinga, Aw ordivance if it 18 soy thing
clothed with binding forea, is a law, and nothing but ‘s law, and &s such
this ordinanee beiag in diroce vielstton of the constilution of the United
Bratom i8 w mere nnllity, The cowstiution coutaing the following expreas
provigion: * This eonstitution and the laws of the I'nited Btates mude in
prrsuance thereof, smd the trosties mads, or which may be made, under
the suthority of the United Saees, shall be the suproros law of the land,
ood the judges in every 2éate sholl be bound thereby, aoy thing in the
conAtittion nr laws of any atake 0 the contrary notwithatanding”  Such
being the srpress provieicn uf the conslitulion of the 1nited States, which
the paople of Bouth Caroliva adopted in 1764, just ss much as they sver
sdoptnd either of their atace conatisutions, ia it not Lrifiogr with seriona
thinga to claim that, by the simple sxpedient of passing & baw vioder the
name of an ordinanes, this provision, aml every other provieion of it may be
nollified, and every mupistrate and efieer in Owroline, whether of the state
or Union, sbsalved from the ostb which Whiey have {ukon to support it #

But thia iz pot all, The scoeasion ordiwpuca purports 10 ropeal the
otdinsuce of tha 23d May, 1738 by which che conatitution of she Tuiled
Atutes war ratifiad by the people of Seuth Carclina It was intended of
eourga by calling: the aet of rulifostion an ordizence, to imfer & right
of repealingr il by another ovdinsnes. 16 T8 fmportiot thecefore o ob-
sorve thab the aog of ratilleation ia not, md 18 oot called, an onlinancg,
end containg nething which by pousibilily csn be ropealed. 1t ia in the
following terme:

“The eoavention [of the people of Sowsh Caroline] Laving matnrely
congidered the comstitution. o form of government, reported to Con-
greas by the convention of delegated from Lhe Toited Btates of Americs,
and submitted b0 thers by s resolution of logialature of thia atate,
passed the LTth aod 18th deys of Februaty lagt, in order 1o form a more
perfect Union, estaliish justios, indure domestic teanuillity, provide for
the common delence, promote the general welfare, and secore tho Lioss-
inge of liberty to the people of the raid {United Btates and their pos-
tority, do, in the nume and io the behalf of the people of this atute
herehy sasant to ratify the same"”



HOW BEFORE THE CQOUKTRY. T

Hare it 18 evident that thers is nothing in the instrument which in
the natare of things, can be repealed; i s o suthorized solomn as-
sertion of the people of South Caroline, thet they aseent w0 and ratily &
form of government, which ia declared in terms to be paramoont to all
mtate faws smd commtitutione.  Thie i a great historicad fact, the moat
important that can ever oceur In the lislory of s people. Tho faect
that the people of Bonth Caroling, on the 254 of May, 17286, asaonted to
and ratifisd the constitetion of the UTnited States, in order, among other
ohjouts, to seeure the bleasings of fiberty for 1bomeslves end “their pos-
taxity,” cab ho move he ropealed ino 1641 than sy other Listorieal faet
that eecurned M Charleston in that wear and on that day. Tt wonld
be juat ns vational, at the presant day, to atteropt by ordinaoee to re-
peal any other event—ae that the sun rodn or thot the Gde ebhbed snd
fowoed 0o thot dey=—ns to repanl Ly ovdinanee the aseent of Carcling to
the conslitution.

Again; it is well known that the warious amendments $0 the oon-
stitution, were desired und proposed in different states. The first of the
smwndments proposed by South Caroling, wae a2 follows:—

“Wherans it i essentiol to the preservation of the righie reserved
0 the severa] atates, and the freedom of the people wnder the operation
of the general government, thet the right of prescribing the mannet,
times and planes of bolding the slectione of the federal legislafore
ahould be ferever imseparelly unnexed te the sovereiputy of the states;
this convention doth declate thab the fame ought to remain to el pos-
ferity o perpecus] nnd fondwmentad Tight in the foeal exclusivo of the
interferonce of the gererol goveToment, exoept in cages wheto the legis-
Iatnre of the atates ahall retnes or naglnc‘l to parform or Ml ghe sane,
sccording to the tagor of the suid coustivution.”

Here you perceive that South Caroline hersell in 1788 desined 4 pro-
wigion B0 be made and aceexed inseparably b0 het aovoecoignty, that ahe
ehould foresver have the power of preacribing the time, ploce, snd man-
ner of holding the elections of members of (rmgreas;—but even in
meking this expreas resecvation, to opersls for all posterity, she was
willivg to provide that, il the stose legislatures refuse or neglect to
perform the duty, (which is precisely the case of the scceding states
at tho present day), then the general government wag, by this Bouth
Carolina smendment, expressly authorized to do it.  Beuth Caroling in
1788, by a sort of prophotic: foresight, looked forward to the poesibility,
that the states might “refese or neglect” fo co-operate In carrying on
the goverument, and admitted, in that cese, that the genmcral govern-
moent must go on in spite of their delinquenecy.



