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CAB AR,

CHAPTEER L
INTRODUCTION,

Ir may perhaps be fairly said that the Commentaries
of Cmsar are the beginning of modern history. He
wrote, indeed, nearly fwo thousand years ago; but he
wrote, not of fimea then long past, but of things which
were done under his vwn eyes, and of Lis own deeds,
Aud be wrote of countries with which we are familiar,
—of our Britain, for instance, whieh he twice invaded,
of peoples nat so far remote but that we can identify
them with our neighbours and ourselves; and ha =0
wrote 58 to make ns feel that we are reading actnal
history, and not romance. The simplicity of the par-
ratives which he haa left is their chief characteriatic,
if not their grontest eharm, We fecl sure that the cir-
cnmstances which he tells us did oecor, and that they -
ocearred very nauﬂy‘aahuteﬂaihm He deals with

those great movements in Europe from 'hlﬂh have
4 €. vol. iv,



2 CHESAR

sprung, and to which we can trace, the present politi-
cal pondition of the nations, Interssted as the scholar,
or the reader of goneral literature, may be in the great
decds of the heroes of Greses, and in the buming worda
of Greek ormtors, it is almost impossible for him to
connect by any intimate and thoroughly-trusted link
the fortunes of Athens, or Sparts, or Macedonis, with
our own times and our own position. It is almoat
equaliy difficult to do so in regard to the events of
Romze and the Roman power befors the time of Casar,
We cannot reelise and bring home to ourselves the
Punic Wara or the Sccial War, the Seipios and the
Gracchi, or even the contest for power betwoen Maring
and Sulla, as we do the Gallic Wars and the invasion
of Britain, by which the civilisation of Rome was first
carried. westwards, or the great civil wars,—the * Bel-
lum Civile,"—by which was commenced a line of em-
perors continuod almost down to our own days, end to
which in some degree may be traced the crigin and
formation of almost every exwsting European pation.
It is no doubt true that if we did but know the facts
correctly, we eould refer back every political snd social
condition of the present day to the remotest period of
man's existence; but the interest fails ne when the
facts bacome doubtful, and when the mind begine to fear
that history is mized with romance, Herodotus is so
mythic that what delight we have in his writings comes
in & very alight degres from any desire on our part to
form a eontinuous ¢hain from the days of which he
wrote down to our own. Detween the marvels of He-
rodotus and the facts of Cesar there is a great interval,




