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ADVERTISEMENT.

M= Low's merits, as & laborious and aceurate observer of Nature, were, it
15 Lelieved, searcely known bevond the nareow circle of bis particular friends 5 and
it is to be regretted, that a recent Distorian® has net serupled to avail himself of
the advantages which this chsewrity oflfered to a plagiary. [t having been the Edi-
tor's fortune Lo procure the M3, ouna Orcadensiy of Mr Low, le now begs
leave to lay it befure the poblic, iy the form in which it was left by its Reverend
Author. It appears to have been revised by the tate Mr Pescan, us it contains
a few corrections in that gentleman's handwriting.  The Bditer trusts that it will
be fonnd to afford an interesting and vuluable addition to the MNawral History of
the British Islands, and prove far more useful than the closet compilations of some

modern zoologists.

[T may not be uninteresting to relate the few faets which the Editor has been
enabled o collect, vespecting the author of the following pages, My Low was
harn, in 1746, in the parish of Tdeel, in Forfarshire. Afer prosecuting his stadies
at the Colleges of Aberdeenand St Andrew’s, he became tutor i the family of a
zentleman of the name of Granas, st Stromness, in Orkney, While hie remain-
ed at this place, Sir Josern {then M) Bawgs aod Dr Sowavoce touched at
the islands, on their return from the Tase and ill-fated voyage of discovery, in which
Captain Cooke fell. My Low having ealy acquired a aste for Natral History,
was mueh noticed by these distinguished plilosopliers, and was reguested to ac-
company them in their excursions through the Ovkneye, ond also o the Shetland
Tskands, which e did,

Ox the 14th of December 1774, My Low was ordained minister of Birsay and
Haray, a parish in Pomonma, or the Maioland of Orkney. The duties of this
charge he continued to fulfil thronghout the remainder of i3 life.

* The Rew, Goorge Barey, 13 D0 dn ks History of Orkaey, 410, 1803,

t For these particdars he Editor i indebted fo Patrick Neill, B author of a Towr in Orkuey and
Anetlan], whose ardsne in the pursoits of seieges bstoo well koowu L seguire any peadse i thls place, aml
Lo e Hugl Moore al Birsay, an intimate frieml of My Low™s.
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3, he married Miss Herey Tyrir, only dauglter of the Rev, Janes
Tyrie, minister of Stromness and Sandwick.  The deatly of this Lady (which
huppened in child-bed, e year after the wacriage) deeply affecred Mr Low, and
itis believed he found consolation chiefly 1 that devotion to the pursuits of Na-
taral History for which he was vewmarkable.  Dwing the last niseteen years of
his life he continued to labour in the study of Nature, and his success was cer-

tainly creditable, ecousidering the nrany  disadvantageous circumstances against
which, in bis remote situation, he had 1o strive,

Stk Josern Baxks, with his wonted discrimination and zeal for the promotion
of sclence, ok an opportuuity of ntroducing Mr Low to the acquaintance of the
celebrated Mr PExmant. By Mr Pexxast’s encourngement, chiefly, Mr Low
engaged 1o draw up both a Fawna Orcadensis snd a Flora Oveadensis,  The
former is now presented to e public @ the latter has entirely disappenred.  He
likewise prepared for the press * A Tour through the Islands of Ovkney and shet-
Tand, contaiuimg Flints relating to their Aucient, Modern, and Natural History.”
He likewise undertook aud executed a translation of Torfeus’s History of Orkney.
My Low died in 1745,

Tue priveipal part of his MSS. including the Fauna, the Tour, and Transla-
tion of Torfrus, together with his Zoological Culleetions, (in which was a speci-
men of AstEnias Copud Mednse, taken i the Ovkney Seas, and now in the
Editor's possession), fell into the hands of the late emincatantiquary, MrGronr
Pavox of Edinburgh, at whose sale, after his death, they were purchased by difle-
rent individuals.

The Editor cannot conclude this advertisement without acknowledging the libe-

vality of the Buooksellers, in readily undertaking to publish this Ovkney Tenng, in
a form aud style calculated to do credit to the unfortumate Author.

WILLIAM ELFORD LEACI.

Edinlurgh, May 14,1814,



AUTHOR'S PREFACE.

T'ue utility of provincial histories of all kinds is now gene-
rally acknowledged o be great, as these are certainly the ma-
terials from which a general structure, either of civil, military,
or natural history, 1s to be raised.  In no branch of listory
1s this more apparent than in that ot Nature.  She must be
sought and deseribed on the spot, and hev various produc-
tions investigated in their proper climates, soils, and beds.
Hearsay descriptions of natural subjects ave seldom to be de-
pended on, unless taken from the most attentive observers,
and even these, to be convincing, must be made on the spot,
as change of climate or soil sometimes wakes such alterations
in the appearance of natural objeets, as may deceive even
adepts i the science.

The following sketch of the Natural History of the Orkney
Islands was at first designed as an information of what might
be remarkable here 10 a gentleman®, whose wrilings on the
same subject do him honour, and are well known to the pub-
lic.  But by degrees swelling to some bulk, by his advice it
was thrown 1nto a s}'slumaliu arrangemenl, and now appears
as a separate work.

#* Tuomas Pesnant, Esq.
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