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PREFACE

A wriTER of English history at the present day may
consider himself fortunate if he has not been anticipated
in more than the outline of his task ; and this degree of
originality may, I think, be claimed for the following
work. The lepislation of 1836-1840, which placed the
Church of England on jts present basis, has of coursec
been described, but not with the fullness and particularity
which its importance deserves. The best account, so
far as I know, is given by Canon Perry in that excellent
survey, “ The Student’s English Church History,” but
it is necessarily a mere sketch. Mr. Warre Cornish has
devoted two volumes to ‘' The English Church in the
Nineteenth Century ™ ; but his treatment of reform at
this period is even less detailed than that of Canon Perry.
“The Political History of England ™ barely alludes to
what one of its writers calls “a wveritable revelution
in the financial and disciplinary administration of the
Church ” ; and Sir Spencer Walpole dismisses the subject
in some ten pages.

Ecclesiastical reform in England was a product of
the industrial revelution ; for it was the result, though
not the original object, of A movement which had origin-
ated in the early years of the century, when Church-
men had awakened to the necessity of recovering the
ground they had lost owing to the rapid increase of
population in the manufacturing districts. The Parlia-
ment of that day was quite willing to assist in building
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churches, and did so at various times from 180g to 1824
to the amount of two and a half million pounds. But
when the House of Comumons had been thrown open to
Dissenters and Catholics, and had been liberated from
aristocratic control, these supplies were not likely to be
continued—at all events, until the discipline and financial
resources of the Church had been thoroughly overhauled.
Peel's attitude did not differ from that of Lord Grey :
“We can do nothing for you if you will do nothing for
yourselves,” Conforming to this view of the subject,
the narrative opens at the Peace of 1815 ; and from this
point T have traced the growih of a feeling hostile to the
Church which culminated m 1832, and was then the most
cogent plea for remedying its abuses.

1 may here refer to an aspect of the Oxford Movement
which has received but fittle attention. It was a question
much debated by the leaders whether they should com-
bine and agitate against the threatened intoad of liberalism
or should content themsclves with providing an antidote
in the shape of Catholic theology ; and T have sought to
bring out more clearly than has yet been attempted the
part played by the " Associationists " as opposed to the
Tractarians. The letters of Newman and of Rose are
essential to a proper understanding of this conflict as
described, some years later, by Palmer and Percewval :
and, though both were published more than thirty years
ago, they have not yet been used for the purpose.

At the present day, when the problem of adminis-
trative reform is again before the Church, and a report
on the subject has been drawn up by the Archbishops’
Committee of Inquiry, some of the questions discussed
in this book may have a practical interest,

To the Camegie Trustees for the Scottish Universities,
who have assisted me in publishing, I tender my cordial
thanks.

Evinpurcu, Seplembor 1023,
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