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THESE essays arg reprinted, with such alterations
and additions as seemed proper, fram The Shdere,
The Qutivok, The faily News, The Sundor Ex-
fress, and the American Fanily Faiv
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The Case for the Artist g ~E g

)Y an “artist ™ I mean Shokespeare and Me and
Bach and Myself and Velisquez and Phidias, and
even You if you have ever written four lines on the
sunset 1n somebody’s album, or medelled a2 Noah's
Ark for your little bey in plasticine.  Perhaps we
bave not quite reached the heights where Shakespeare
stands, but we arc on his track. Shakespeare can be
representative of all of us, or Velasquez i you prefer
him. One of them shall be President of our United
Artists’ Federation. Let us, then, consider what place
in the scheme of things our federation can claim.
Probably we arusts bave all been a little modest
about curselves lately, [hiring the war we asked’
ourselves gloomily what tse we were to the Siate
compared with the nobl: digger of coals, the much-
to-be-reverenced maker of boots, and the pod-like
grower of wheat. Looking at the pictures in the
llustrated papers of brawny, half-dressed men pushing
about blocks of red-hov Iren, we have told ourselves
that these heroes were the pillars of zociery, and that
we were just an incidenial decoration. Tt was a
wonder that we were alowed to live. And now in
these days of strikes, when a single union of manual
1



