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LESSONS IN MASSACRE.

L
THE INTRODUCTION.

THE lesson, which the Turkish Government has eon-
veyed to its Mahometan subjeets by its conduet since
last May in the matter of the Bulgarian rising, can-
not be more pithily or more accurately expressed
than in the three short English words, “Do it
again.” My charge ia, that this lesson was conveyed ;
and not only conveyed, but intended to be con-
veyed; that it is as plain, as if it had been set forth
expresaly in a Firman of the Bultan, or a Fetwa
of the Bheik ool Tslam. To comprehend aright this
great lesson in Massacre, we must look at the facts
as & whole, and must carefully scrutinise the details
in themselves, aa well as in their bearing one upon
another. It may seem that ome, who is mo mmore
than a private individual, is guilty of presumption
in dealing with so great and perilous a gquestion.
But I have a great faith in the power of opinion, of
the opinion of civilised and Christian Enrope. It
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can remove mountains. 1 have ssen this in the
recent past; and I seem to see it in mo distant
futare. '

Six months ago, England and Europe had just
learned, upon official authority, the reality and ex-
tent of the Massacres, and of the outrages far worse
than Massacre, in Bulgaria. Over and sbove the
horrors of the perpetration, there was ground for
the darkest surmises as to the seat of the ultimate
responsibility for those fiendish erimes, Miscreants,
fatally prominent in the proceedings, had been
.decorated and rewarded ; and the solemn business of
retributive inguiry had' been visibly tampered with
by the Turkish Government, to which wehad been
lending, through & blood-stained period, our moral
and our material support. But the revelation of the
facts was still new: and there had not been time
_sufficient for clearly carrying home the gnilt beyond
the ' wretched men, who performed the deeds of
bload and shame. -The belief that a Government in
alliance with Her Majesty could stand in close com-
-plicity with crimes, so foul that the very possibility
of them seems to lower the level of our nature, was
a belief so startling, nay, so horrible, that it waa not
fit to. be entertained, unless upon the clearest and
fullest evidence. .And all this time we were un-
_blushingly assured, by one if not more of the organs
of the Turkish cause in the London Press, that order,
momentarily disturbed in Bulgaria by agents from
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abroad, had been restored, and that lifs, honour, and
property were secure under a calumniated but really
paternal Government.

As time hes gone om, and facts have gradually
emerged, those surmises, whick at first floated as thin
vapours in the air, have acquired more and more of
substarice and consistency : and at length the copious,
but not too copious, Papers supplied to Parliament
have sa accumaulated the evidence,’ss to leave mo
longer any room for reasonable doubt. We have
now to confront a fact, more revolting than the fact
of the Massacres thomselves, The supposition, which
I have described as too shocking to be entertained in
our gtate of imperfect knowledge, now stands forth as
clear as the lurid light of a furnace againet the
blackness of a noctarnal sky. Let me try to make
entirely plain the issus, whmh in these pages I desire
to raise,

There were separate acts which, in September,
it was perbapa poembie to construe, by a large indul-
gence, as referable io weakness, to asecident, or to
the bewilderment and confusion attendant upon war,
in a country which never had any but & military
organisation, and which has now lost in_the main even
that solitary oruament. Such a construction would
now be irrdtional. All the acts, and all the non-acts,
of the Turkish Government, before the rising when we
knew them scantily, during and since the lamentable
scenes, when we koow them but toc tully, stand forth



