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PREFACE TO THE SECOND EDITION

I gave revised “ The Island,” and added some chap-
ters, to make it more truly of its time. I republish it
with the more pleasure as it was the first result of
my attempt to open a new path in romansce. .

I have over thought that our medern problems of
human destiny should bear an emotional setting. All
spring from the heart, and must return to it for their
final sppesl. Why should the great moving canses
which stir &0 much the passion of pity, on the one
side, the passion of the sense of wrong, on the other,
be shut out of yomantie literature—Demoeracy, the
cause of our age, above all? It is to think poorly of
fletion to nmarrow its bounds in any such way. We
do it wrong, being so majestical.

They tell me that my islanders are beginning to
degenerste by inbreeding, both in body and in mind.
Are they quite sure that the evil, in so far as it affects
the gpiritual part, does not lie rather with the ob-
servers than with the observed? I onee read a Freneh
story in which it sumited the purpose of the here to
feign insanity for a while. He accomplished it in the
simplest way in the world—by lesding a perfectly
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Preface to the Second Edition

rational life. When he had nothing to say, he said
it, and he never made idle falk. When he had esten
his fill, he rose from fable. In warm weather he
laid aside all purely eceremonial clothing. In short,
he lived sccording to reason, and he told the truth.
The doctors agreed that it was an extremely bad ease,
and they had him in a strait-jacket in less than a week.

R. W.
Loxmon, July 27, 1809,
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