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Tr1s Collection consists of sacred pieces, selected
from variows Authors, with a considerable be¥
of Original compositions. Many of the pieces thus
selected, are altered; some of them elightly, but
others to so great a degree as to retain lLittle of
their original appearance. Besides those alterations
which were occasionally necessary in the language-
and rhyme, alterations and additions have been
made where the idea appeared to be jn danger of
being mistaken, or required from its importance
to receive greater prominence and interest. On
the other hand, verses have been sometimes omit-
iﬂinhﬂg they seemed to be either unnecessary,
or ipconsistent with that unity which shoyld mark
goch short compositions. [t seemed also of im-
portayee, that each hymn should be so condensed
ar divided into parts, aa that either the whole, or
each division might be sung at ope time with pro-
priety and ease.

No composition of any living author, so far as
is kuown, has been introduced, except the 77th
jparaphrase; for which the author was so good as-
grsot his permission. Three of theongma]wm
positions, excepting some alterations, were written
by a friend; for the rest, the Editor must be solely
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acoountable. The authors to whom this collection
is chiefly indebted, are Watts and Doddridge,
particularly the latter,

This Collection is divided into” Four parTs.
Three of these consist of Translations and Para-
phrases from sacred Scripture, The passages of
Scnpture in the rinsT, h-clung to the period before
the coming of our Saviour: in the seconp, to the
permd of our Ewmur 5 mcﬁnmtlurn, mm:my deuth

expedient, tuhrmg together those passages from

the different books of the Gospel history, which

relate to the same great events. The passages of

Scripture in the THIRD part, belong to the period

afier the ascension of our Lord. TUndeér the gen-

eral title of Translations and Paraphrases, pieces

ef*different kinds are comprehended. Some are
passages of Scripture without amplification, simply
translated into verse; others are Paraphrases in
which the sentiment is adhiered to, bat enlarged
and illustrated; others, are more properly the ex-
pression of devout feelings, taking their rise from
the leading sentiments of the passage. The FourTa
part consists of Hymns, which have not a direct
relation to any particular passage of the mspired
writings: Many Christians seruple to ute compo-
sitions of this nature in public worship. It should
be acknnwledged that it is eafest to use them
sparingly; and, in general, that only such should
be thus employed, as have long received * public
approbation. Those in'this colléction; are chiefly
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sdapted to particular occasions,  Translations and
Paraphrases will also be found appropriate to such
eccasions. But local circumstances, cennected
with countriess churches, and times, may often
give & peculipr interest and effect, which, when
judiciovsly improved, may heppily eombine with
Seriptural sentiment, and increase the feelings and
pleasures of devotion. Advantages may some=
times also arise from the number and variety of
pieces which are thus afforded. And, as devotional
poems, affording subjects of pious meditation, as-
sisting and directing the thoughts and feelings of
Christians in their devout exercises, it is to be
hoped, they may prove profitable to families and
individuals. -

It has been an object of attention, to introduce
& considerable degree of variety, both in the sub-
jects and in the measares. Among so great a
number- of pieces, different degrees of excellence,
may be expected. This will arise not only from a
* difference in the execution, but from the different
nature of the subjeets. -

Collections of thiz kind, when properly made,
besides their importance for promoting the great
“objects of public worship, are greatly conducive to’
the improvement and comfort of Christians in the
duties of personal and family religion. If there be’
seasons in which profit and pleasure may be de-
rived from the perusal of poems on subjects of
mferior moment; why should it not be supposed,
_that much plensure-and improvement may be dex
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rived from the mere perusal of poems, on subjects
the most sublime, end to the heart of Christigns
the most interesting and dear? They are also of
great importance, for inculeating, in a pleasing
form, religious knowledge on the minds of the
young, awakening in them devout feelings and
- associations, lesding them to a heavenly spirit, and
an elevated character. But, in a peeuliar manner,
“ they are important towards the pleasing and profit-
able discharge of those personsl and family exer-
cises, in which music joins with poetry in expressing
and cherishing pious affections, and in more deeply
impresaing on the soul, the great truths and senth-
ments of religion.
It is pleasing to observe a taste for sacred mysic,
spreading among persons of every pank. How im-
. postant ip it, that this taste sheuld be encouraged
ang wigely directed; that it should he secompanied
with compositions which might render it subser-
viept to the great purposes of religion; which migl_nt
engage the mind, awaken the feelings, elevate the
thoughts, and leave just and deep impressions of
divine objects on the heart] How delightful to
thipk, that even the youthful, when alone, ox in
the besom of their familics, may be heard in sirains
of bheavenly melody, giving expression te devout
feelings, and carrying their qwo spuls, and the souls
of all around them, in sacred rapture to the blessed
_ regions af harmony and joy! And can there be an
gxercise more suited to the circumstances of man,
Jnare aceeptable to God, more interesting to & feeling
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heart, more directly Btted to touch, raise, and unite
in piety and affection, the souls of human

than that of & family offering up their morning and
evening sacrifices of praise, at the foot of the thrane
of grace? Would to God, that the publisher of
this Collection, had power to persuade his readers,
especially those for whose spiritual “interests he
. ought to feel a peculiar concern, to engage often
- in these sacred and delightful exercises! That he
could persuade persons who may think themselves
incapable for directing in such a holy employment,
to encourage and-cultivate the talents of those in
their families, who may be more qualified; and so
far to do justice to themselves, as to procure the
pleasure, and the profit, of sacred psalmody in
 their houses, through the means of the powers and
acquirements of those who are most dear to them!
Often has devotion been awakened, languid feelings
quickened, and the most delightful ﬂwughtamll
emotions inspired by the youthful voice, dwﬂhng
through the soul, and touching the strings of
affection in the hearts of parents and of friends.
‘To God let all our powers be devoted; to the ser-
vice of God let the young be taught to consecrate
chiefly those delightful talents which are too often
" wasted on vanity and folly. As this is their duty,
so0 it is the noblest and most pleasing employment
of their powers; nor in any other direction of them,
will they ever appear so truly mmisble, or come
municate so high & plessure to those friends who
have o heart to feel true excellence and beauty.
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To contribute his humble share for the encour-
agement and right direction of such personal and
family exercises, has been a great motive with the
Editor in the present publication. Nor will he
deny that he was sometimes animated with a seeret
hope that he might perhaps thus also bring some
gmall mite to the puh!icTremy, which, under
the divection of superior talents, might be employed
for the benefit of one of the most importent and
delightful parts of the service of the Bancrvary,



