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PREFACE

Tais manual is presented to the public as something
new in American achool literature.

Numerous treatises have been written on the theory of
compaosition ; but comparatively little has been published to
llustrate the practice of the art. It is not enough to tell
the young writer how he shonld compose : it iz necessary
to have him, as it were, see the actnal process of compos-
ing. There is not a more disheartoning task than that
proposed to the young, unpracticed writcr, when he is
required to think ont a sulject for himself, and to put his
erude, disjointed thoughts into a composition. Nowhere are
hinis and suggestions, or direct aid, more needed : nowhere
arc theso so sparingly given. Bosides aequiring the habit of
right thinking, the learner shouwld be tanght an orderly
arrangement of his ideas, giving to each division and
sub-division of any proposed topic its dua eonsideration and
its proper position.

We have therefore aimed to assist the student in these
two essential points, —the formation of correct ideas, and
their systematic arrangement,
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iv PREFAOQE,

Pawt Finer, intended for beginners, contains forty-one
simple subjects, all carefully exhibited in outline, and three
of them written out in full, as examples of what the learner
must aim to accomplish, '

Parr Seconn, for more matore minds, contains ninety-
nine subjects of general interest, also in outline, which
present to the student a wido mngﬂj for the exercise of his
originality and ingenuity in their treatment.

Many of the general ontlines, it will be noticed, have
divisions, which, with their respective sub-divisions, afford
ample range for single compositions. Therefore, if docmed
advisable, certain parts of an oniline may be taken gs
topica for separate and distinet treatment.

Works of like plan and scope have been long nsed with
great success in Germany, a conntry noted the world over
for thorough colture. This volome iz now sent oot apon
its mmissiom, with the hope that it may contribute, in like
manner, largely io elevate the standard of good writing
among the youth of our country.

Oorosks 1, 1568,
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Write a composition according to the above subject and ontline.
The following, which is the outline writhen out; i3 given sa a model.

OUTLINES OF COMPOSITION.

PART FIRBT.

1.
A ROON,

Definition.

Tnelosurea,
a. Four walls,
5. Floor and cedling ; direction, height.
Openings in tho wallz
a. Windowr  Describa. :
B, Docra.  Describe.
Articlea vontaned in a room,

a. Htove.
b Frrniture ; wess of the aamo.

Different kinds of roows, according Lo their use.

it Behoolioome,

b. Living roone; parlors, dining-rooms, kitchens, &,

¢. Bedrooms,

d. Dfices, studies, libearied, e
Care necessary. .

a. Painting, papering, or whitening,

b. Bweeping, dusting, &oe.

£ Ventilating.
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