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PREFACE.

During the past year a number of my confreres have
advised me to write a monograph on the uses of bismuth
paste, believing that the subject was of vital importance
and that the general practitioner was not sufficiently
familiar with the method to apply it to the best advan-
tage. My reluctance has rested on the belief that the
subject was yet immature for such publieation, but, yield-
ing to persistent urging from various sources, I am
prompted to bring forth the subject in its present state
of development in the hope that in the meantime many
may benefit by the experience thus far acquired in treat-
ing a large variety of eases by this new method.

Jundging from the number of inquiries we have received
from surgeons and physicians, as well as from special-
ists, I must concludoe that the profession is sufficiently
interested in this work to receive it at this time as a
necessary aid to its proper and successful application.

1 desire here to acknowledge the valnable aid received
from my brothers, Dr. Carl Beck and Dr. Joseph C. Beck,
whose suggestions have added a great deal to the develop-
ment of this new method of treating chronie suppurative
diseases.

No less do I appreciate the service rendered to the
profession by Drs, Ochsner and Mayo, who in their daily
clinics have spread the knowledge of this new method of
treatment among a large number of the most active men
in our profession.
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1 wish also to express my thanks to Drs. J. Ospray and
F, Turley, as well as to Mr. W. F. Willis, for their assist-
ance in exeeuting the radiographic work and preparing
the illustrations.

The publishers have executed their part of the work
with prompiness and exactness, for which I desire to ex-
press my appreciation.

EMin G. Beck.
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