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C0O0SA RIVER, GA. AND ALA.

Comreree o8 Rivers axp Harsogs,
Hover or BEPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, D. C., Friday, Jonuary 28, 1918.

The committee mot at 10.30 o’clock e. m., Hon. Stephen M. Spark-
man (chairman) presiding. o

The Caareuay. The committes will kindly come to order. Gentle-
men, this mesting waa ealled for the purpose of hearing parties inter-
estad in the improvement of the Coosa River, Ga. and Ala., but there
are two or three gentlemen here from Nebraska who say they would
like to take up 10 or 15 minutes; net exceeding 15 minutes. .

Mr. Eerrg. Mr. Chairmen, I think we t to make a spocial
effort to have Mr. Frear hers, to hear this Alabama projest,

The CrATBMAN. Eech member of the committee was notified of the
importance of this hearing.

. Lee. We are ready to hear your peopls now.

BTATEMENT OF HON, GORDON LEE, A MEMBER OF CONGRESS
FROM THE STATE OF GRORGIA.

Mr, Lee. Mr.phaimm,hwmuchﬁmewﬂlpu allow to the Coosa

River this 1

The Cramuay. | am not going to place any limit on the discussion
juat at present. We will see about 1t latar. It is & very important
matter, and we would like {60 hear you gentlemen fully.

Mr. Lxz, 1 thank you very moch. I regret very muck that Con-
gressman Burnatt ¢an not be with us to-day, Heis on the igra-
tion Committea, and T asked him why he would not be here, and he
said, "' If you saw the crowd in front of my committee room, you would
know why.” Tha{m meeting to-day, and he can not be here, but
wohave ﬁr W. P, Lay, president of the Alsbama River Improvement
Association, who has been on the river all his life, and Maj. Earle I,
Brown, who is familisr with many features of the river, and a littls
later I vall sk them to testify.

I shall have .vary little to say this morning, except on the line of
the improvement of the river. Un.furtumﬁy for this river it has
many names. If it was all one project, by one name, there is not &
man on this committes who wm.ﬁd not; appreciste the importance of
the project, but we have the Cooss River, we are discussing to-day,
which only extends irom Rome, Ga., to Wetum, ks, Ala., or sbout
where the Tallapocss River comes into the Alabsme River. i
river has several nemes. Hers is the Coosa, the Oostanauls, and the
Etowsh Rivers forming the Coosa Kiver at Rome, Then it is the
Cooss. River until you gle{t in the neiﬂ:borhood of Wetumpka, Als.,
and then from Wetumpka, Als., to Mobile Bay it is known as the
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Alsbama River, except for about 20 or 30 miles it is the Mobile Bay
River. It is practicelly, however, the Alabama River. In other
words, the preject has four or five names. If it wos all under one
name, which I teied to adjust last year, [ am sure it would impress
you of the importance of the river, In the firat lsce, that river,
under one name, ia the longest river in the United States east of the
Missisaippi and sonth of the St. Lawrence, emptying into the Gulf
OT Ocean.

The CHAIRMAN, What nams is thist .

Mr. Leg. The river under the various namee,

The Caaenan, I thought you said under one name.

Mr. Lee, If you call it one river, the Coosa River, under ita various
pames, is the longest river eaat of the Missisaippi and south of the St.
Lawrence. Ano fact thet I want o bring out briefly is that we
have plenty of water in this river, I mean there nre no droughts.
The highest rainfall in the United States—the aversge rainfall at the
headwaters of the Cooze River—except onespot in Oregon, the mouth
of the Columbin River—the next highset rainfall is on this belt, from
80 ta 70 inches in this erritory.

. Homrarey. 1 guess you will have to exclude several te
along the Pacific coast, but although the rainfall is very hea I.s{:m,
in these localities on the Pacitic const, they sre only simall localities.

Mr. Lee. That is the report the engi made on thia proposition,

The Criaipnay. The largest rainfall in the country is somewhere
in the State of Washington.

Mr, Lee, That is what I say, at the mouth of the Columbia River.

E. Ilanoomj-.n‘:m]::l[nw far is itth{mm Rome, Gﬁf I;&'Dnm Neo. 41 e

. Leg. ill give you that right now, Mr. Congressman. i
river is 880 miles long. Itis 108 from Rome to the headwaters;
it 18 200 miles fmg:n{'{ome to Lock 4, approximately; it is about 420
miles then to Mobile Bay.

Mr. Boomer, Whers iz Lock 4 on thot plat there?

Mr, Leg, It is about here [i.nd.iea.ting]. :

Mr. TEEADWAY. Mr. Les, whare is Gadaden, pleasei

Mr. Ler. Here [indicating).

Mr. Taeeapway. Is that right in the section yon are talking about?

Mr. Lee. Yes.

Mr. TREADWAT, What sbout the circular we have here, Mr.
Chairman, which states that they do not ask for any Government
appropriation, just permission to build & dam}

. Ler. That embraces this proposition right here.

Mr. Teeapway. The propesition we are di L

ing now?
Mr. Leg, No,gir. They are building power dams there. Mr. Lay |

will handle that in & moment. It is below Gadsden; it is along here
in thia neighborhood. .

The Caairuan. Mr. Treedway, there are other gentlemen here
who are technical men who will discuss that fenture of it.

Mr. TrEanpway. My idea was directed to this statement on here
that no Government appropriation was ssked for it. The dam
propoaition si_ppenls to me very much,

. Lee. I want to briefly atate the resources of this va!leg;
There 32 another atmnif;atm why ultimately this river should
opened. In the first place, there are very few rivers in the United

tates that have the variety of products which are found on this river.
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atart here with oranges snd cotton, and you
thmug'h,:)unl fields and iron mines and about the finest muiﬁg *
in thaUmted States is found on the bank of this river. When you
come on above there, in this country, is the finest deposit of brown
ore in the South, I tinnk without & doubt about that, This ore is
mined in dozens of lac in Polk County, Barton County, and
lﬂi County—and is s]npged now to Birmingham.
Humrreers. What you mean by bmwn oret
H.l‘ Lzx. It is a very high-gradoe ore.
The Caareman. Does that go down the river

Mr. Lee. Tlm cannutgo own the tiver, I was ustapuhﬂ‘
that as one of nerel propositions for the river i;

The CramMay. %hile you are on that subject, whic m one of

t importance on moount of the productlveneu and the
E{ﬁa n for fut.um d pment of that section, I want to call your
mada by the Government engineer in
his report for thlB year. He says:

Thacommmomthumwl.he lendar year 1914 isted principally of
fertilisern, general d and groceries. It amounted to
28761 short tons velued se $] 517 978 ‘l‘ﬁe decreass from last year is probably per-
maneat. Only one oyt iz opersting oo this improvement and ‘that is not proving a
paring investient.

Mr. Lee. [ will tell about the proposition here of this river.
It is an inland river. lkis ded up, and the producta of the soil,
mines, and factories can not be shipped by water. There are mil-
Tons of tons of ore and producta of Tactories that manufacture for
export that ean not get outb of thia rtiver, and thereidrhlof course, it
ean not carry the froght. Maj. Brown will handle this propoesition
u little lnter, There 12 one reason why the t has fallen off on
that river. Dun%the eonstruction of the lock and dam which is

just below Rome, known as Horse Leg Shoals, or Mnyn’s bar, dunn,g

a construetion it demoralized for & time the s
little later we had low water, and it simply knocked mnﬁmt off t.hn
m&r for a few m(mtha simply demoralized the shipping, becaunse

Eh?il will go t0 some retiable concern to CAITY their frelghtr
althou& & freight from Rome to Gadsden is 10 cents, flat rate,
and it B 30 or 40 conis to any othetr point from Rome not on this
river.

The Caameman. In that connection—that is, in connection mt.h
the statement reg the completion of Mayo s bar and the
ble damorahznt.m of shipping at that point—the lock and dam—
mn.dm.g from page 72 of repm't. the report says:

The bae in ruilrosd freight retes hetween points
én the river ind_betwesn Rome lm'l Gadsden of oot lem than 60 per cent. ‘.mm'
rates control all shipments to and from the country contiguous to the river,

Mr. Lze. I think Maj. Brown can develop the propesition of the
low water, snd things like that, I would like to have him handle
that proposition,

I will tell you snother proposition, Mr. Chairman. There is & boat
o nted from Gadsden up and down the river that is not included in

At first Lt was for staves and logs and freight of this
chuwm“%fut. they are now carrying fm:gh'; or the public. That
tonnage is not included in this estimate here
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. The Caamyax. I asume—I do not know, of course—that Maj.
Brown made this report furnishing these statistics, and that that ia

his ls.nﬁage.
© _ Mr. Lee. Thersfore I would rather have him explain that point,
I will call the sommittee's nttention to the fact thai there is another
‘point——
E The CrAmRMAN. 1 did not know but that thers wis somecne elsa
here who is not an engineer who knew something of that fact.

Mr. Ler. Mr. Lay will tell you, because he lives at Gadsden. There
is another proposition. They are going to put on a boat or two from
Gadsden to Lock 4, conatruct a new hont or two for that work. That
cotnes to ua ver¥ relinbly since the 1st of December, Mr. irman,

. there are very few thai realize the great tonnage that would pess

thers if it could ever ot out. Near Home, Ga., thers are two very

cotton mills, and thers is a very large cotton mill at Gadsden,

and they do not munufacture except for expart. Their prodnets go
to South America.

The CraiemaN. When you say it could get out, what do you mean

by get out?
)E: LEeE, Thmugl}in this river they would get that business,
The Crarkuan. To what point{
Mr, Lee. Mohile, and for export.
The CramryaN. Then you are speaking now with reference to the
improvement of the antire river ¥
. LeE. Yes, sir: T mean this tonnage proposition for the river.
The CHatemaN, There is & part of those locks and dams slready
completed now ?
. Leg. I know that, four, and they are working on the fifth,
which will be completed, we hope, th::i'm.
The AN. They have completed Lock 4§
Mr. LEE. Yes, sir. Now, a little later Mr. Lay will take up the
ition where I think we can show that it is very much io the
interest of navigation that we should at least keep up what we have
ﬁt, hecauss wa are going to auggest . proposition to you that I
ink will appeal to you.
Mr. Boones. Where is Lock 51
Mr. Lee. About hers [indicating on map].
Mr. Boorzx, Now 1, 2, 3, and £ are completed?
Mr, Lre. And one at Rome in not numbered. There are really
five completed, and when they complete Lock 5 there will be six,
Mr. Boourr. Then navigation be open as far as Rome when
2 19 oiher o Lih]:)
th t this other lock fimehed §
ﬁ. Lee. There is navigation from this point to this point. There
are just six falls there that will hove to be developed in ancther way.
M].r‘ Booner. Where is Rome
My, Lee. There [indicating]. f
Mr. BoomeR. Will navigation then be open down to Lock 5 when
Lock 5 is completed !
Mr. Lee. Yes, sir; to this point.
Mr. Booner, How many snd dams will it take you below
thers to get you out to the bay? .
Mr. LEE. fwould rather handle that in another proposition we are
ing to suggest in this matter. I think we can show you that if
ngress :iﬁpmnfairlock and dam bill, thers will be no trouble in
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