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TO THE LAND-HOLDERS AND CULTIVATORS
OF THE BOMEBAY PRESIDENCY
FROM WIIOM I HAVHE EXPERIENCES 50 AMUCH KINDNESS

DURING THE PAST TWENTY-SEVEN YEARS

“* Happy the man, whose wish and care
A fow paternal acres bound,
Content to breathe hiz native air
I kis own ground.”






PREFACE.

TEN years ago I published a book, entitled
“ Rural Economy in the Bombay Deccan,” in
which I attempted to give an account of the
agricultural facts of the Bombay Dececan.
The object of the present book is to estimate
the progress that is being made in agriculture
in the Bombay Presidency, to analyse the
causes of agricultural progress in India and
other countries, and the conditions in which it
takes place. The obstacles to such progress
are also indicated, and the outlines of a general
agricultural policy are suggested. If the facts
of the sitnation are not always made clear in
this book, a reference to the previous book
will probably give the information required.
This book is written with reference to the
Bombay Presidency, but the facts and argu-
ments stated apply very largely to the other
ryotware tracts of India, and have a bearing
on the agricultural problems of any country
where small holdings exist or are aimed at.

G. KEATINGE.

TerrFoNT Ewvas,
Haniseury, June, 1921,
vil



o ||l‘|]|rﬁul|||-| e -"lj

" - r. . N r II ., Illl




TABLE OI° CONTENTS.

PAGE
PrEoFacE . 3 : : % ; : : . : . wii

CIATTEL 1.

Tue CrivERION OF AGRICULTURAL PROGRESS . ; i i 1
Progperity and progress, Porcentage of profit.  Outtarn of
produce, Trade movemenis, Provision of food supply.
Condition of the peasaniry. Land values. Other indi-
entious of progress,

OHAPTER II.
AGRICULTURAL Progrrmss 19 ornun CormsTries , i . . T

Denmark : Keonomie reforms,  The machinery for rural de-
velopment, Technical progress, Germany: Ecowomic
reforms,  The machinery for rural development, Tech-
nieal progress. England : Eeonomie reforms in the
seventeenth and eighleenth centuries, United Siates
of America: Technical progress,  Hawaill, Formoss
and Java: Hapid pregress secured by capitzlising
agriculture.

CHAPTER III,
Imoprcaross or Procnuss o WesTeRs INpia . . i . 41

Crop Outturns, Trade movements, Increase in enliivation.
Loand values and rentals. Prices, Drigation. Land
improvement, Technique, Bponding capacity of the
population,  Effects of crop fallure. Estimate of
progress,



