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INTRODUCTION

YoUuxe persons are not alone in preferring to
see how things are done in politieal lite rather
than to study the bare legal {eamework of the
state.  The author helieves that emphasiz on
the strueture of owr government has been car-
ried too far, especindly in bools for children and
young students.  The subjeet has besn given
tun much of a legal character. Now to see men
at work, to see Lhem strugeling for mmfluence
and power and performing the duties of oflice
and of eilizenship, 1s vudoubtedly far more inter
esting than fo consider the underlying legal
principles of constititional organization. The
writer of this little book, the result of a period
of leisure from more exacting dnties, has there-
fore attempted {0 make it a portraval of action
in political life. Its prime purpose iz to train
boys and girls to nolice and to understand what
18 going on about them in their town, state, and
nation. However, for intelligent action in mat-
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iv INTRODMTCTION

ters of polities. we need also some understanding
of the outward Torm of govermnent.  After ithe
more essential methods of political aetion have
been deseribed, some attention will therefore be
given to the structure of the state in all its
parts.  To the ordinary citizen it 1 far more
unportant 1o understand the meaning of such
mttters as cleelions, the action of the eity eoun-
cil, and the police. than to dwell upon the re-
fincments of constitntional law.  Only the most
essential features ol atate organization have
therefore been pointed out.

Polities and government are hunan action —
life and aetion of the most inlcresting kind.
They are avtion, morcover, upon which our per-
sonal welfare and happiness are divectly depend-
ent.  We capuot be members of a state in
which corraption and injustice govern without
feeling the bad results in our own lifle. The
life of a state 1s our life written large.  Without
a wellarmanged and orderly state life, complete
private happiness is not possible.  Moreover,
there 15 no satisfaction in life so great as devo-
tion to the welfare of the state. All private
satisfaction seems small when compared with
that of a man who has gained the confidence
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of his fellow-citigens through honest action and
personal sacrifice.

There is such a multitude of facts in connec-
tion with political life that it is neeessary to
seleet those which are most important {for young
Americans to know. A small book like this
cannot pretend to be complete. Tf we should
try to fill it with a deseription of every politieal
mstitution, it would become a dreary eatalogue
of things that mean nothing to our minds,  DBut
while we cannot cover the gronnd completely,
we can endeavor to polnt out those things which
are most vital and important, in order that they
may acquire a meaning iu the minds of yonng
persons which will help them mmch in after life.
This is not & handbook ou American government,
but ondy the fivat introduction inlo that fascinat-
mr field.

Institutions differ so much in difforent parts
of our country that some of them can be de-
scribed only In general terms. Tt is for the
yvoung stadents themselves to see what particular
form an institution lakes in their own eommu-
nity and neighborhood.  To wake them find
out these things by Inguiry and ohszervation 1=z
the best training that their minds can receive,
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People should be able to see for themselves and
interpret the meaning of what is going on avound
them. Ior this reason there lave been added
to each chapter a few questions to he answered
by the pupil himself after inguiry and observa-
tion. These are. of course, only in the nature
ol suggestions 1o the teacher. The mformation
is not to be taken [rom books, but 18 to be ob-
tained through personal tngniry.  The intelligent
use of newspaper infonnation, too, may be tauglit
in this connection. Oiten these guestiong will
be designed also to train the judgment in that
they will call for a decision befween two alferma-
tives. The study of political action olfers a race
opportunity for training the power of ohserva-
tion as well ag lhe Judzment.  As i the natwral
seiences, a pupll muost learn to observe accurately
and o judge of what he sees. Il Is apparent
that a republic 1z especially in need of citizens
who are able to do their own ihinking, and fo
sce the real through the veil of outward appear-
ANCES,
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