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PREFACE

Tue following Discourses woere delivered before
the studente of the TUniversity of Michigan, in
the College Chapel, on Sabhath afternoons, and
are now published withont alteration, After
the close of the sevies the Young Men's Chris-
tian Association of the University adopted the
following resolution :

“ Resolved, That we have listened with great
interest and profit to the geries of discourses on
the Ten Commandments, delivercd by Ilev. Dr,
Havex, Predident of the University, on Bab-
bath afterncons, and would respectfully sngrest
to him the propriety of having them published
in the forin of & boolk,”

The thonght of printing them had not
previonely heen entertained by the author;
and having coneluded to assent to the sug.
gostion, it has not been thonght advigable to



4 FREFACH.

give a more extended examination to the sub-
jeet, though the Decalopue iz practically in-
exhanstible, arld o thorough treatize upon it
wonld be a eomplete moral philosophy.

It will be seen that the anthor hag not aimed
af a florid style, but rather to exprese the most
valuable éruth in a few gimple and dircet words.
In this way he hes found that the ecarcful
attention of listeners iz eecored, and he trusts
that those who have snfficient interest in the
subject to read the disconvses will find them
promofive of that thomght and faith essential
to the best and highest life,

UREVERKITY 08 M10:T04%,
Axy Anpor, July, 19686,
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THE FIR3T COMMANDHERT,

Wership only Qod,
THODT BTATT BAVE KO CUHEL 0008 BEFORE Mm—Exodns zx, &

Is any man among us ever inclined to break
thie pommendmenti Has not that part of the
world ealled Christian outgrown all disposition
to break it? If.eo, to explain it i3 only to
gratify enriogity, and practically snperfluous.

It is not so. Not only is every one of the
Ten Commandments binding upon all men, every
one i3 also often hroken by persons who have re-
cedved Christian inetruetion, The Deralogue is
God's grand compendium of moral philosophy.
Whoever oheys it in letter and gpirit ia a perfect
man. A young man once said to Josos, ¢ All
these have I kept from my yonth upl!” He
must have entertainod a vory high estimation
of hiz own character fo have wade such an
assertion honestly, T donbt not that he was a



