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PREFACHE BY THE AUTHOR.

The continuation of my Historieal SBketch of Geological
Explorations in Pennsylvania, begun in this volume, haa
been postponed from time to time on acoount of the pres-
sure of official dunties.

Bixteen volumes of reports of progress have been issued
from the press; five more are printed and nearly ready to
issue ; another is in press; and seven others will be pub-
lished during the current snmmer and antumn; making
twenty-nine volumes in all.

To secure accuracy and complefencas as far as possible
for these published reports of my colleagnea; to preserve
harmony of nomenclature ; to prevent the presentation of
conflicting hypotheses ; to furnish direction, advice, and
agsistance when demanded by parties in the fleld ; to draw
and color, and superintend the drawing and correction of
illnstrations ; to arrange and write classified indexes for all
the volumes ; and to read proof of every page going throngh
the press, has been a ceaseless, anxions cecupation, apart
from the inevitable correspondence of the Survey.

I have therefore no leisure to attempi a revision and cor-
rection of these pages now reprinted in a special edition,
by order of the Legislature, for the service of the members,
But I cannot let eacape this apportonity for publishing a
letter which I have received from Mr. Wm. B. Rogers, Jr.,
of Philadelphia, to show that if I have done injustice to
any one whose Iabors in science fall within the scope of my
historieal sketch, it has not been intentionally done.

PrarLapereais, June 88, 1878. J. P. LESLEY.



Letter of Mr. W. B. Rogers, jr.

1000 W ALRUT STREET,
PuIvADRLPHLIA, Seplember 11, 1877,
Prof. J. P. Lesrzy,
State Geologist :

DEsr S1r: An impulse, not unnatnral or unworthy, as
I believs, prompts, and must be my apology for this com-
munication.

I have recently read, with a great desl of interesi, your
“Historical Bketch of Geological Explorations in Pennsyl-
vania, &c.,”’ (1876,) and it is to this subject I beg leave to
ask your attention.

You have devoted many pages of narrative to each year
in the progress of the First Geological Survey of Pennsyl-
vania, from 1836to 1842, and have, no doubt, fairly assigned
eredit to the several assistants engaged upon it. Your in-
timate knowledge of the mass of material contributed to the
final report, end your own work in its preparation, fitted
you to become the historian of the first Smrvey. Your
acquaintance with the details of the operations of the Re-
wision of the first survey enda with the close of its first year,
1851.

It is here, early summer of 1852, that my perzonal rela-
tions to the Survey began, and they were continned with-
out break until the last sheet of the final report had issued
from the Edinburgh press.

In those six years of constant devotion, I became only
less well acquainted than yourself with the previous sur-
veys, and in the revised work I was at home in every de-
tail, and npon many points the factotum. My anxious and
harrassed uncle trusted to my naturally ready memory to
supply the defects of his own. My pen, my peneil, all my
neguired information and my geal, were at his service by
day and by night. All of these were accepted at their just
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valne, and I had the conscionsness, which still rests with
me, of labor well or at least faithfully performed.

Many years have since intervened, and my course in life
has taken a different direetion, and yet, even now, I read
with pride the langnage of so keen a critic as yonrself in
commendation of geological cross-sections and cuts, chiefly
illustrating the Anthracite coal chapters, which youattribute
to the “‘gening”’ of Whelpley, or ““the skill'"! of MeKinley,
but which were the prodaction of my own hand and ‘‘crow-
qnill’”’ pen, from originals in the pencilled field drawings of
one, sometimes of both of my nneles, but more frequently
results of the toilsome labor of myself and my faithful at.
tendant, Patrick Daly, whose jundgment, almost amonnting
to intuition in the tracing of coal outcrops, was at that day,
and, I believe still is, regarded as nnrivaled.

Your impression that the First Survey closed with 1851 is
very widely ih error. Inthe years 1852, 1853, and 1854 the
entire productive domain of the anthracite coal was mapped
in the field, not by copring Whelpley or anyhody else, ex-
cepting as to the framework of outlying monntains, bunt
continuing the snrveys of 1851 In the pen and pencil work
of Dalson, on the ground, upon “*planchettes,’” previously
prepared by Mr. Poole, of plottings of highways and rail-
ways, and ¢ross-sections more or less numerous, which my-
gelf and party spent much fime in ronning,

A portion of the Wyoming basin wasactually triangulated
from 2 base measured on the “ flats’ opposite Wilkes Barre.
Of the text, too, it muy be said that nenrly every page of
practical detail was written in the region which it describes.
The lines of flexure and of onterop were lajfd down on the
field maps, and the descriptions followed them without the
alightest reference to the early Surveys. At Boston, and in
Philadelphia, these chapiers were supplemented by others
having o more general, pruciical, or scientific bearing.

More or less rapid visits were made to varions parts of
the State, and notes were taken of the more progressive
portions of the bituminons enal field and of some of the iron
districts, for the purpose of freshening the old material.
The entire Geology of the 8., E. eounties was revised and



viii A. LETTER.

re-written by Prof. Rogers, and illustrated by sections exe-
cuted in the closet, and very often in the field, by the writer
of these lines.

Itis not my purpose to write the history of the yearsafter
1851, until the appearance of the Final Report. T have
meant only to illustrate, in a simple way, the errors into
which you have beenied by your devotion to the good name
and fame of your falented associates of the First Survey.
HSome of these ate, no doubt, due to inadvertence in the
haste of writing your resumé of the contents of the several
chapters of the Final Report, &. g., czedit to Lehman for
pictorial illustrations which bear the imprint of *‘ Dalson,”
a8 the “Newkirk colliery,”” and the overturned outcrop,
the *Tusearora breaker,”” (then just built,) the  Roaring
Brook Falls, &c.”’ .

Upon & review of the facts stated, it would seem proper
to remark that your staternent, (p. 127,) that *‘the First
Survey of Pennaylvania may be troly said to close in 1851
needs considerable qualifieation, and, that *‘ superficial re-
vision in the field, and editorial labor in the cabinet,”” can-
not reasonably account for the long interval of six years
prior to 1858,

Am I not also justified in asserting that the langnsge of
the lute State Geologist in reference to myself is, presum-
ably, troe, and that the single notice with which you honor
me, (foot note, page 126,) suggests a false inferemce. 1f I
am not justified, I find it somewhat difficnlt to account for
those years of my life which have made me insome respects
the being I am. Yon say that the Burvey closed in 1801 ;
that * W. B. Rogers, jr., was not seen by those engaged in
this Survey of 1861 at all’—de¢ non apparentidus e non
existentibus eadem est ratio.

I wish to express my satisfaction with the opinion ex-
pressed by you (p. 107) in refersnce to the conduet of the
first survey, and the explanation thereof, (p. 72 top.} No
detail of nurative less explicit than that into which yon
have, con amore, entered, could do justice to the subject of
individual merit, but “consistency and completeness’” in
the resudt is, after all, the first duty of the editor.



