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LAW UF BEXNEFICENCE.

I. GOD'S DESIGN [¥ REQUIRING BENEF-
ICEXCHE.

(Fon is not dependent on us for the support of lus
peor.  He could have zo diffuzed the mifts of his prov-
idence as to have had no poor.  Or he eould so0 have
fitted our frames to the werld, and the world to them,
that all the elements of human life and comfort would
have been az abundant and fres as air and water, g0
that, lile the liliez of the held, the whole human
race might meet every woant without toil or spinning ;
and he might have published his pospel to every
creature without our aid, He might have made his
angels, 10 another zense, *ministering spirts, sent
forth to minister to the heirs of salvation.” Or he
might have written out the whole on the face of the
heavens, and made them in a higher sense “declare
the glory of God ;" and made it in g higher sense troe,
that ** their line 15 gone out through all the earth.”
He does not azk oz to do this weork or that, beeause
of any dependence on ue.  He savs, ¥ Every beast of
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the forest 15 mine, and the cattle upon a theusand
hills. If 1 were hungry 1 would pot tell thee, for
the world 12 mine and the fulness thereof”

Whatever neeessity there is of our agency he
has purpezely laid, in the present arrangemnent of
things, jor owr good. Hiz benevolence cculd have
renched its object without cur coneurrence, if it had
not made us alzo ita object, and dormed the design of
blessing us in 18 couree by enlisting us az coworkers.
He knew that it was * more bleszed to give than to
receive,”  And when he put in motion the broad
mechanizm of his merey, he putl upon it laws of action
and redction, and made the worl of heavenly eharity,
in all its branches, twice blessed—blezsing him that
gives; and him that talies.  He laid on us a necessity
of cultivating benevolent afieetions. IFf we eould 2o
arrange one's cirenmetanced, and throw around haim
guch infloences, as to keep him habitually and con-
gtantly miving to the poor—if we eould attach 1o him
dependent relatives, or in svme other way bring to
act upon him a constant euccession of calls that he
would not resigt, we should bring him under the best
means of ealtivating benevolent dizpozitions ; and
this iz what God does with us, i laying on us this
necesgity of giving alms,

The fact that ha could have published the gospel
and fed his poor withont us, while he could not, with-
out our concurrencs in giving, secure (o ue the hless-
edness which attachez to thoze that give, indieates
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that his mam design in laying on ws the necessity
of giving, was {0 give seope to pitr benevolent affre-
tients. For this end he hss ordained that we shall
have the poor with vs always, i so many forins of
human distress besotting our path, pleading at the
bar of our couscience [or the forth-putiingsz of that
charity which is the high excellence of our nature.
Yea, he has placed all the interest which we have in
evangehizing the werld on such a footing, that it will
advance wo further than his redeemed people pour
furth the means of its ndvance; that in that forth-
pouring the charch may talie in those riches of grace
i which the whole worl of redemption has its termi-
nation. In other wordse, he will not have the evan-
geizng of the world advance faster than the saneti-
fving of his church; and will sustain o reciprocal
action between the two, advanemg together.

Nor do we exapperate in presenting this as the
weatn ground of what necessity there 18 for alms
gi'l.ring; for all the ends of ]‘cdﬂrﬂptiun sccomplished
upon man are comprehended in lus rencvation from
a state of supreme selfishness 1o that of perfect beney-
olenee | and if we should say that all these sceasnons
tor benevolent action were ereated for the sole pur-
pose of furmizhing means of exercising men to benev-
olence, wa shoull not make the means disproper-
tionate to the end. The whole work of Christ, his
humihiation, nuinietry, death, resurrection, sud medi-
atorial government, the whole work of his gospel and



