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PREFACE

———

I mave long realized the fact that everyons has a
" Pedigree, and that, whether pentle or simple, all
who live beyond the present hour must have an
interest, latent possibly in many instances, in those
who have gone before them. Therefore I have
written thia book.

I have always found that the great drawback to
the majority of Heraldic and Genealogical compila-
tions is their extreme dryness; an enormous mass of
uninteresting detail must of necessity be waded
through in order to arrive at one single item in-
teresting or applicable to individual cases, whereas
it baa been my aim to produce something to intereat
ag well as to instruct those who wish to ascertain
particulars about their ancestors.

I have had, of eourse, to use the language of
Heraldry in connection with matters Heraldie, but T
have endeavoured to make that language as plain
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and simple as possible, as I hope my readers will
admit. I have also given as much information as
is necessary to enable the Amateur o set about
working up his origin in the most economical and
reliable manner, and with this end in view I have
added from my experience the most probable modern
sources of information,

Should any of my readers have any hints to offer
in view of a Second Edition, or should they desire
further assistance in the matters I treat of, T shall
ba very happy to receive and attend to their com-
munications if they will address me through my
publishers.

CHARLES WORTHY.
November 17th, 188B.
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