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PusLispeErs NoTick

Natuay TuE Wise = the thinl of a uniform series
of great foreign poems which the publishers have
lately begun 1o dssue,  The first one was Iixe
Rese's Davunrer, rom the Danish, which is now
in the second edition. It was [ollowed by FriTrIOF S
Saga, the national epic of Sweden, edited by Davard
Tavlor, The fourh of the serles, SELECTIONS FROXM
THE RhaALEvaLy, the national epic of Finland, trans-
lateit from a close German version by the late Pro-
fessor John AL Porier, of Yale College, will be rendy
for publication a few davs after the issue of the
present volume  Chhers will be added as rapidly
as the public apprecmtion may warrant.  Among
those in contemplation are Calderon’s Tare 5 4
Dxpaw; Tasso's Amxra, teansiated by Leigh Hunt g
Tue Weorse o vue Kise's Davonrer, from the
Norwegian of Muench ; Poris Gopouvnorr, from
the Ruossian of Poouschline ; Naca axyp Danajanrs,
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translated Irom the Sanscrit by Milman ; a transla-
tion of Dodenstedt’s version of the Turkish songs
of Mirza Schafly, and an lnglish version of the
Sakoontali.

Witls the exception of Goetlie's Favst, there is nn
poem in German Heerature which has received so
much special study as Narwax Te Wise, or which
has o well rewarded it.  Probabily the best eritical
monograph which it has generated is the essay by
Kuno Fischer. This has been tmnslated by the
translator of Lhe poem, pruned of some of its Ger-
man redundancy, and put into a form betrer suited
than the original one, to the Anglo-Saxon require-
menis of terseness and directness.  The modified
version will be found at the end of this volume.




SEETcH or LEssiNG

“Ir God held all truth shut in his right hand,
and in his left nothing but the ever-restless instinct
for trath, though with the condition of for ever
and ever erring, and should say to me, Choose! T
would bow reverenty to his. lefi hand, and say,
Faiher, give! Ture truth is for Thee alone [

Two years ago, it would hiave been s=afe to say
that & vague recollection of having somewhere scen
a sentence like the one we have quoted; was all the
knowledge of Gouhold Ephraim Lessing possessed
by the majority of educated Americans, (O course
there are men whe have long known and appre-
ciated him ; but the number of such is surprisingly
small, He has not had one reader where Goethe,
or Schiller, or Jean Paanl, has had a hundred. The
only one of his works vet published in this countty
is Minna von Barnhelm—surely not his most char-
acteristic production—and this was reprinted by a
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publisher of school-books from an English edition
adapted for the vse of students of German, It is
but a vear since Mr, Epencer nublished Professor
Evans’ excellent translation of Swialir's Life ol Les-
sing. The ‘criticisms’ which the volume received,
clearly displaved the ighorance existing in regard to
its subject.  Among the few notable exceptions were
a short notice 1n the MNeson, and an anicle in the
North dmerican Revime for Apnil, 1867, by Professor
Lowell, in which he gave an admirmable sketch of
Lessing's life and chavacter. A *Review,” pube-
lished in New Vork, contained an *essay,” the first
half of which was translated [om the Nowzelle Bio
erapfie Généraly, and the other half taken from Ap-
pleton’s Civinpadis.  As far as we have been able 10
learn, the American press has supplied lilde more
than these meagre materials for a knowledge of that
great and unnrjae man.

The neglect that he has received cannot be ac-
counted for by any proportionate inferiority to his
better known countrymen.  He was the generator
of modern German literature, and it is not on the
partly accidemtnl posiion of & pioneer that his
claims rest, e had a greamess of his own, whose
half  propletic chameoer does much 1o explain
the nerlect which has fallen upon i, The hack-
neved term, °'in advance of his age” has a very
deep significance when applied 1o him,  DBut we are
bezinning to catch up with him, and the peculiar
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progress of our people has already made them
specially fitted for his teachings.

For a knowledge of the poet and his other works,
we recommend the sources already numed. We
have gleaned from them, for the benelit of readers
unwise enough to sight (his recommendation, the
facts embodied in the following sketch

On the 224 of Janwary, 1724, Dencon, aflerward
Pastor Primariug, John Gottfried Lessing, of Ka-
menz, in Upper Lusatia, rejoiced, it is to be sup-
posed, over the birtly of his eldest son.  The little
Lessing began life with o line of ancestors at his
back who, through scholarly attainments and lib-
eral ideas, legitimalely gave him the power which
afterward made him great.  For half-a-dozen gen-
erations, his family had been one of jurisis, carates,
and burgomasters,  His grandfather’s thesis, on
taking his degree of Doctor of Laws, was, *' D
Meligionnm Tolerantn,”  Added to the boy’s other
‘inherited conditions,” was a fing physical consti-
tution,

When Lessing was about twelve years old, the
recior of the Kamenz public school, where Lessing
went, published an arlicle defending the theme that
“The Stage is a Scheol of Eloquence.” This
Lrought all the big-wigs of the town down upon
him. TPastor P'rimarius Lessing assailed his prin-
ciples in the pulpit, and at last he had to leave the
place. A friend of his—Mylius by name, whom
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we shall meet apain—wrote a satincal poem on
the circumstance, in consequence of which he was
imprisoned, forced to apologize, and fined, This
affair probably presented the Stage for the first
time to the notice of the future founder of the
German druna. The immediate effect was, that
he had to go to another school—that of Su Alfra,
established by the Elecior Maurice of Saxony, in
Metssen, On the z1st of June, 1841, a fesuval was
held at that same scheol, in honor of the cen-
tennial apniversary of Lessing's entrance.  The old
pastor took him there to have him prepared for the
ministry,  After Lessing left he said that he had
“already at Meissen understood how one must learn
much there which one cannot wse in the world”
That was more than a hundreild vears ago.  Perhaps
schools have changed since then. At Meissen,
Lessing's favorite authors were Theophirastus, 'lau-
tus, and Terence, and he said that he got sell-
knowledge by reading **comedics.” At this schoal
he wrote parts of a poem ** Om the Plumlity of
Warlds.” One expression in it {s=='' They make
glorious shipwreck who are lost in seeking worlds.”
He also began his first dramatic work—a comedy—
“The Young Scholar,” of which he says that at
that time, when he ** kpew men only from books,
a voung scholar was the only species of fosl” which
he could not have been unacquainted with.

- In Septemnber, 1546, when he was seventeen years



