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Fifty Years After

A School Girl Abroad
Fifty Years Ago

“0Oh, how the world has altered

slnce some fifty years ago.''
—Elize Cook
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Preface.

LR N

EARCH as we may the chronicles of time, we find no similarly
brief perind in the least comparahle to the past Gfy vears,

in the advancement of civilization, and its so richly abounding
results. We are startled into amazement as we irv to recall how,
with leaps and hounds as it were, developments, nodreamed of a half
Century ago, have, during that short space of ime come o us all
along the line of progress, In the Ars and indvstries. In inven-
tions, o0 helplol and acceptable, suddenly browght to our aid, and as
snddenly and de-:idedls.f in a short time, as i apes had intervened,
becoming useless and obsolete as newer atwl beller superseded them.
With a bearthy an the ' Journal™ I mentably dwell mare partic-
ularly upon the marvelous changes in the modes of transporiation,
comparing the meagre facthties af Afty years ago with the luxunoos
comfort of travel of the present day, Then, if | do not o, the
whole world"s railroads consisted of some thirty-five hundred miles,
ftransporting passengers at an average speed of about twenty miles
an hout. To-day over four hundred thousand miles of ratlroad are
stretched over the wortld, their comfortably improved ordinary pas-
senger cars and vichly accoutred Pullmans, rushing along ar the
bewildering specd of sixty and sevengy miles an hour. And the
wondrous change in ocean travel, The slow sailing ships the only

opportunities then, aside from the one or two comparatively primitive



steamers, for oeean voyages, carrylng the possibly one thousand or
less number of yearly cabin passengers in their hamely furnished and
sparse of comfort saloons, their uncertain voyages of rarely less than
three weeks, More I'mquently wﬁarﬂy prolong\edl into & moch greater
length of time, forming an amazing contrast to the wondrous steamer
palaces of the various lines, American, Cunard and numerous others
now scouring the three thousand miles of ocean surface in the short
space of six days, aiding the some ninety thousand yeatly passetigers
enjoying the ifdeseribably rich and Moxuriast appontments of the
spacious salonns and long sweep of deck-surface on which resting ar
walking they continually inhale the exhilarating breeze, to realize an
entrancing phase of Flysian dreams.

Yet, with it all, T invariably tane down to the assured fact that of
all tourists of a later or earlier pericd none can, or could have
enjoved mate their opportunities, than did, in the fieshness of her

early lifie, she wha, with glad fdelity decailed hers in this Journal,

Mary WILEY S7TavER.



