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T dedicating this litle book o Hr, Goqeevan, T add bal a
aimple Flowey o the already eich and fragrant gaylaad, timt
grakbude has wovsn o yenetbyiees of Bis numeour degds
of charily, his poble cilizensbip, and Lis goud naoms,
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the history of American slalesmen is
a pleasies study, and will Ioterest the
miuds of thoussnds of people throunghont
the breasdblh of our Jand, we inay oot be
wrong in believing that o biography of
the noblesk philandhreopist of our Nationad Gaplial,
will also lind its way to the sinecre appreciation of
very 1many hearts, LI the deeds of preal men who
have eleetrificd Beoates and  tuled  the nation, are
emblagousd in charseters of ygold, so slwould con-
tinued etz of philuntheopy forever dwell i lestors
of living fire.  Herees aeting in helialf of the comwiomn
good of oo country, guin e proudest plaudits of
carth, Tt the hwmanimriaon, eowlog e sewl of
charity, gathers in even a richer harvest, beeanse
his gencrosity 18 10 Imibation of ithe blessed example
of Gad, Who showerslth unstinledly His pille npon
mankind, TIn this age, when, offentimes, prineiple,
reputation, and honor are saeriffeed on the altar of
Mammon, it is commonly agreed that the goods of
this world become a primary cousideration, aned that
io guard them jeatously is an imperative duty. When
thiz gelfish rule i3 departed fron, and a man Tools
in upon his trensury of wealth, saying, “This I
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resign forr the good of my fellow crealnrees,” ke hna
but walked out of the broad heaten path of svarice
aml  penurionsness, o seclt the nerrow way  that
leadeth to righteousuess; and such a man, whilst
gadly contempluting the weeds and  wrotehed tares
that perplex his neighbar, ean yel gladly foel that
instead of thorns snd thistles there have spruang
up for hinself, vielos of love and gratituda,

The subjeet of our skeleh, Willing Wilson Cor
coran, was born on the 27th of Deeemboer, 1798, in
Georgetown, 10 00 Hie lucher, Thomas UCoreorab, a
native of Ireland, moving Lo this connlry iu early
voutly firsr resided i Daitimore, and sfterwards set-
Med i Georeetown, By his woethiness and intogrity
be won the respeed anid adiaivacddon of the community,
amd Deld Twportant offices of teast up to the Gme of
his denth, Tor thirtyenine years Wm. Wilson Cor-
covn eokinnd to tesile in Bis nutive town, egiving
Liz albiention, the larger portion of that the, fo mer-
enntile affairs.  From 1828 1o 1858 Le had the manage-
ment ol Lhe real walate of the Bank of the United
Beules, in Washingron City, and the Banls of Colnmbia,
in UEEJ['{.{_‘E'{L}W—H__ and afterwards was cngagoed in the
Exchange business in Peun evenue, Gp to 1838, when
he removed io the hullding of 1he ofd Banlk of the
Metropolis, T ostrect.  Mr. George W, Riggs having
beeomne hls partoer, lhey purchased, in 1844, the old
Bank of the Unlicd States, aud on the 4th of July of
thal yewr (propitions day tor a bright destiny), they
established themselvoe, soon making toa bulwark of
glrengtl and goodly reputation, aud crowning their
names with eroloment and honor.

In the midst of the grave and momentous trials
brought abent by the Mexican war, this firm toole up
the lieavy loans made by the povernmwut, awd with




