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Jntroductifon
e

THE Work here reprinted is universally regarded
as being the first English beck on Angling, and
must, therefore, ever be interesting, not only ta
the trethren of the gentle craft, but also to the
lover of cur old English literature, even thoagh he
has never cast a fly, or s0 wmch as watched a
float,

An excellent Bibliographical notice of the work
hag appeared in the Library Chronicle, from the
pen of Mr, WiLLIAM E. A AXxoN, and to it I
am indebted for the fellowing particulars,

The suppesed anthoress was a lady named
Juliana Barnes or Bemess, born towards the end
of the foerteenth century at Roding-Berners, in
the Hundred of Tunmow, Essex. Her Mther
was 5ir James Peroers, who was behended in
1388, a3 one of the evil advisers of Richard IL.
She is said w have been Prioress of Sopwell
Nunnery in Hertfordshire, 8 dependancy of the
Abbey of 5t. Albans, To this nun is attrgboted
the " Book of St Albans,” the earliest sporting
work in the langeage] As Mr. Axon says, **she
may have gained the experience that would fornish
material for her writings before she took Lhe
veil.” The bock cblaing its name from having
heen printed at St Albans in raB5 by that
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unknown printer, who is generally styled * The
Schoolmaster of St Albans.” Tt is divided into
three parts: the frst part treats of Hawking, the
second of Hunting, and the third of Cout-armour.
In 1496, Wyokyn de Weorde issued a second
editicn of * The Bock of St Albens,” adding a
fourth part, the ** Treatyse of Fysshynge.”

The claim of Julisna Berners to the authorship
of the first part rests principally on the closing
lines of the discourse on Honting, which ends
thag :—

Your playe for to wynoe or that you come inne,

Explicit Dam Julyaos Barnes in her boke of

Huntyng,

As cegards the Treatyse of Fysshynge, the evi-
dence is more shadowy still ; it rests, necording Lo
Mr. Van Siclen,® on the ungallant hypothesis that
only & woman could have given such directions
for making a rod, and that no man could have
been guiity of so “'delightfil a son sepwitsr in
many of the argaments.

Those intevested in early Angling Literature
should compare the instroctions given by Dame
Berners with thoae of John Davies, in his "*Secrets
of Angling,” originally printed in (613 See
¢ Bibliotheen Curiosa,” No. 43.)

* Whao edited an American reprint in 1875, 12mo,
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