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RUTH FIELDING
AND THE GYPSIES

CHAPTER 1
ON THE LUMANO RIVER

THE steady turning of the grinding-stones set
the old Red Mill z-quiver in every board and
beam. The air within was full of dust—dust of
the grain, and fine, fine dust from the stones
themselves.

Uncle Jabez Potter, the miller, came to the
door and looked across the grassy yard that sepa-
rated the mill and the farmhouse attached, from
the highroad. Under a broad-spreading tree sat
two girls, busy with their needles,

One, a sharp-faced, light-haired gir], who some-
how carried a look of endured pain in her eyes in
spite of the smile she flung at the old man, cried:

" Hello, Dusty Miller! come out and fly about
a little. It will do you good.”

The grim face of the miller lightened percep-
tibly. * How do you reckon a man like me kin
fly, Mercy child? " he croaked.

“1'll lend you my aeroplanes, if you like,” she
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