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" A little child shall lead them.”
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PREFACE TO THE REVISION.

T manuscript for this work had been prepared
for the press in 1898, bhot its publication was delayed
because some important matter i1 was desired to
have mnserted was not then in hand., This has smce
been obtained, and by order of the General Missionary
amnl Traet Committee, and the request of Bro. Sanger,
the work has been re-edited by the undersigned, who
by personal visits and an extensive correspondence
has aimed to secure greater accuracy and complete-
ness,  All matter not related to the subjeet has been
omitted, and it has been the writer's parpose through-
out to make it the exponent of a principle held sacred
by our people, and to sead it forth on s mission of

Peace and Good-will,
. Hays.
Fannary, rooy.
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PREFACE

Mt Mowrgrrs, Ion., October, 18497,

AT a recent mecting of the General Missionary and
Tract Conunittee it was decided to publish in book
form a history of the trials and cxperiences of the
irethren during the late war hetween the States.
The object of the book 1s to set forth our nonresistant
anil anti-war doctrine and also to show what was en-
dured by our brethren, through God's help, to main-
tain these principles. It is helieved the experiences
of those dark days will be helpful to future generations
in * contending for the faith which was once delivered
unto the saints ' in adversity as well as in prosperity.

The hook is to be published by the Brethren Pub-
lishing House, and all the profits from its sale go to
Waorld-W\Wide Missions of the church.

The Committee has appointed TElders 1D, Hays, of
Droadway, Va,, and 5. F. Sanger, of Calverton, Va.,
to compile this work, and any assistance rendereil
them by those whose experience comes within the
scape of the book will be greatly appreciated.

Tue Gew. Miss. axp Tract CoMMITTEE.

In compliance with the above action of the General

Missionary aml Tract Committee, Drother 5. F. San-
T



vinl PREFACE,

wer, then at Calverton, Va,, after recciving his ontfit
of stationery, cte., with which to begin work on our
Anti-War History, sent ont a number of circular
letters to all whose names and addresses he could get
‘that were in the number of imprisoned brethren
Richmeond amd Harrizonburg, Va,

The following is a copy of the cirenlar letter sent
out December 6, 1897

Dear Dirsther: You will see from the enclosed
statement  from the Ceneral Missionary o Tract
Committee what is in prospeet.  Tf vou have had any
cxpericnce or have i possession  information  per-
tnimng to the trials aml imprisonment of any of our
Brethren duemge the War of 1861-3 on aceonmt of
onr peace principles, will yvon kindly submit the same
to writmg as vou know them to he facts—in the
order aw] under the heachngs nwbicated] below ?

I. The tncilent.  (Tell what acenrred. )

2. The time amdd place of the occurrence. (Give

the date as near as you can, and alse the place.)

3. The persems;  (Give the names of all con-
nected] witle the ineident.)

4 The history.  (Tell all you know abont the
mgident. )

5. Tersomal experience.  [Relate vour own ex-
perience i this fine, iF yon hadl sy —whether im-
prisoned, drafted. ar eansed to leave home hecause
vou were opposed o war, )

Plense answer the above questions as fully and
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correctly as possible and forwand the same for the

use of the Committee on Compilation as early as you

can, to 5. F. Saxcen,
Calverton, Va.

The response to this circular was generally prompt
from Virginia, Tennessee and the West, and a number
of these statements were identical, which, in order
to avoid as much repetition as possible, have been
carefully edited. This was agreeable to the expressed
wishes of the writers who sent in their experiences.

Then, agreeably to the suggestion of Brother San-
ger “that since our early brethren suffered greatly
for their faith's sake in Germany—before they em-
igrated to America—this history should be incor-
porated in our book so as to preserve it and give it
a wider circulation,”—this has been considered in a
brief yet comprehensive way in Part I, Church and
State. Later, September 13, 1898, Drother San-
ger wrote, “ I still think it would be pood to have a
copy of the Act of the Confederate Congress grant-
ing exemption to our brethren from military service,
It would show that the law-makers were a considerate
people and favorable to uws” This important docu-
ment, after considerable delay, was traced througsh
the Record and Pension Oifice, Washington, D.
io the Congressional Library, where a copy of it was
obtaingd and is given entire at the close of this hook.

The leading purpose of the book has been kept
steadily in view—to set forth the nonresistant doc-
trine of the chwreh and to show what the Brethren
endured to maintain the principles of peace and to



