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TO THE. READER.

Tue plays known as Shakespeare's are at the present
time universally ackpowledesd to be the © Greatest
birth of time,” the erandest production of the human
mind.  Their author also is generally recognised as
the greatest venius of all the ages. The more the
marvellous plays are stodied, the more  wonderful
they arc seen to be,

Classical scholars are amazed at the prodigious
amount of knowledee of classical lore which they
displav.  Lawvers declare that their avthor must
take rank among the greatest of lawvers, and must
have been learned not only in the theory of law, hut
also intimately acquainted with its forensic practice.
In  like manacr, travellers  feol  certain that  the
author must  have visited  the foreign  cities and
countrica  which  he so minutely and  graphicaliy
describes,

It is true that at a dark period for English
literature  certain - crizies  denicd  the  possibility  of

Bohemia being accurately described as by the sea,



Vi, Tir THE KEADER.

Ell'.l'.i I’Ui[ltt'll 1L T.]'.H‘. ot ]-I.-:I':L]'Iifl:.‘\"l ll]]ﬁl]ri“l}'“ Uf .‘il](;}'l!{iﬁ}-_‘r
of the “port” at Milan; but a wider knowledwe of
the actoal facts have vindicated the aothor at  the
expense of his unfortunate crities. e ois the san

with  respect to other  matters  referred to in tl

s, The  expert possessing speciab knowledyr
of any subject ovariably  discovers  that  the play:
shew  that  their author was well acquainted  with
almost all that was known at the tome about that
particular subject.

A the knowledpre 15 w0 extensive amd so varied
that it s not oo much o sav that there is not 4
single living man cavable of verceiving half of e
lr_'.'.l,rnin;_f mvobved i the ]Jr:,n]uc.‘tirrn af  Lhe ]?12‘1}%,
Che of the oreatest students of law pullicly declared,
while he was editor of the Zene s, that althoush
he thoucrht that bhe koew something of law, yer he
was not ashamed o confess that he had not sutheient
leral knowledoe or mental capacity  to enable him
to fully comprehemd o quaster of the law  contained
in the plays,

(O course, men of small learning, who  know
very hittle of dassies wd sull less of law, do not
:'.\']u.‘rin:m:r iy of these dineultes, hecanse lh{:} arc
not able to EH'Tl"I.'ik'l' Joy et is the vast store of
learnimye exhibited in che plays,

There s also shewn in the plays the most
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}:L:rﬁ.‘_tt kmm']t:-.l;:-:.‘ of  Court ".:1.[[{'[11..‘1:“_'. and of the
manners and the methods of the greatest in the land,
1 knowledge  which  pone but a courtier moving

the hivhest circles could by oany possibility have
quired,

In hiz  diary, Wolfe Tone records  that  the
“rench soldiers whe nvaded Ireland behaved exactly
dke the French soldicrs are deseribed as conduocting
themselves at .-".gin:::mri in rhe ]'J];‘:}' of "]Il_'nrl.' Yo
and he exclaims, » Ie is marvellous!” (Wolfe Tonc
also adds thar Shakesoeare conld never have seen a
French  soldier, but we koow 1hat Bacon  while i
Paris had had consedoralsdle experience of them, )

The mighty auther of the owmortal plays was
cifted with the mest breilhant genius ever conferred
upon man. He possessed an intimate and  accurate
acquaintance, which could not have been artificially
acquired, with al. the iniricacies  and mysteries  of
Court life.  He bad by study obtained nearly all the
learning that could be gained from books.  And he
had by travel and expericnee acquired a knowledee
of cities and of juen that has never heen surpassed.

Who was in existence at that period who could
1?}' A1y lmﬁaihﬂil_ﬁ.' L 511]qumu| o Le this universal
genius?  In the davs of Queen Llizabeth, for the
first time in human history, one such man appeared.

the: man who is described as the marvel and mystery
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of the age, and this was the man known to us under
the name of Francis Bacon,

In answer to the demand  for o - mechanieal
proof  that Dacon is shakespeare™ 1T bave added a
chapter  shewing  the  meaning  of Honorificalili-
tndinitatibus.” and | have in Chapter NIV, shewn
how completely the doecuments recently discovered by
“l‘. Wallace L‘.I:-r1l-:r'r‘|'| e SUaleanenls u‘hich ] hml
made 1 the previous chapters,

I have alse annescd  a rveprint of  Bacon's
“Promuos,” which has recently been eollated with the
original manosesipt. © Promns” sonifies Storchouse,
aml  the  collecaon of  Foumes and Llesaneyes”
stored  thercin yas largely w=zod by Bacon in the
Shakespeare plays, io his owo acknowledged works,
and also in osome ot works Toroawhich  he was
mainly responsilile,

[otrost that soadeots will derive  considerable
pleasure and proat from examining  the  Promuos”
and from comparing the words amld phrases, as they
are there preserved, with the very greatly extended

forny in which many of them finally appeared.

Epwiy 1leasiso-Lawkesce



