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PREFACE.

Tuis narrative, presented with many misgivings
as to its acceptance by the general reader, and writ-
ten during an illness of some months’ duration, is
contributed to the file of literature for the purpose
of keeping green the memory of the achievements
of the early pioncers in California, and to show
future generations what it cost to add what was
once a wild and unbroken solitude to civilization
and fame.

In reviving scenes long since forgotten and re-
producing characters buried in cternal sleep, I am
actuated by a desire to commemaorate their deeds
and to leave to their posterity a memorial, humble
as it is, in respectful remembrance, to the bravery
and persistent endurance which marked their tracks
through the wildest regions of the Sierra Nevadas.

Possibly some errors have crept in, and no doubt
many imperfections may be found ; these must nec-
essarily follow a memory unaided by notes, maps, or
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references, in its efforts to recall events which tran-
spired full thirty years ago.

These blemishes are the natural outgrowth of an
imperfect knowledge of that vast country to which
I have been a stranger during the intervening years,
and the eritic is asked to be charitable and accept
these defects as the condition accompanying the
legacy bequeathed to him by the author.

G. G 8.
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