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PREFATORY NOTE.

Tre standard amd indispensabla authority on the life of
Landor is the work of the late Mr. John Forater, viz. :—

1. Forsrer, John: Walter Savage Landor, s Biography,
Liondon, Chapman and Hall; firet edition in 2 vols.,
186%; secvnd edition, abridged, forming vol. i. of the
collected * Life and Works of Waltar Savage Landor”
m 8 vols., 1876,

Mr. Foreter was appointed by Londor himeslf as his literary
executor; he had command of all the necessary materiala
for his tesk, and his book is written with knowledge, in-
dugtry, affection, and loyalty of purpose. But it is cum-
brous in comment, inconclugive in criticism, and vague on
witnl points, especially on pointa of bibliography, which in
the case of Landor are frequently both interesting and
obacara.  The stodent of Landor must snpplement the work
of Mr. Forstar from other sonrces, of which the principal are
the following :—

2, Hugr, J. E. Leigh, Lord Byron and his contemporaries,

London, 1827,

3. Bimsamwetor, Marguerite, Countesa of, The Idler in Ttaly,
2 vole., London, 1830, TLady Blessington’s first im-
presaions of Lander are reported i wol. i of the
above ; ber correspondence with him, and an Imaginary
Conversation by Landor not elsewhere reprinted, will
be found in

4. Mavpex, R, R, The Literary Life and Correapondence

of the Countess of Blessington, 3 vols, Londomn, 1855,

5. The New Bpirit of the Age, edited by R. H. Horne.
2 vols, Londom, 1844, The article on Landor in
vol. i. of the sbove is by Mise Barrett, aftarwards Mra,
Browning, supplemented by the editor,
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6. Eueneon, R. W., English Traits. London, 1856,

7. Fizrp, Eate, Last Days of Walter Savage Landor, a
seriss of three articles in the Atlantic Monthly Maga-
zine for 1866,

8. Ronmsow, H. Crabbe, Diary, Reminiscences, and Corre-
spondenca of, edited by Thomas Sadler, 3 vola
London, 1864

9. Dicxews, Charles : A short article on Forster's * Bio-
graphy " in Allthe Year Ronnd for 1860, supplement-
ing witheoma striking physiogromic tonches the picture
of Landor drawn by the same hand in “ Bleak Honse ™
{#ee below, p. 178).

10. Lovrow, Mra. E. Lynn: Reminiscences of Walter
Savage Landor, in Fraser's Magazine for July, 1870 ;
by far the best account of the pericd of Landor's life
to which it refers.

11. Hovenrow, Lord : Monographe. London, 1873,

I forbear to ennmerate the various articles on Landor and
his works which T have consulted in reviews and magazines
between thedates 1788 and 1870; several of the moet important
are mentioned in the text. In addition to the materiala which
exiat in print, I have had the advantage of access to some
vopublished. To Mr, Robert Browning in partidolar my
thanks are doe for his great lindnees in allowing me to make
use of the collection of books and manmseripts left him by
Landor, inclnding Landor’s own annctated copies of some
of his rarest writings, and o consziderable body of bis oocca-
sional jottings and correspondence. Mr. AugustusJ. C. Hare
was also good enongh to put inte my hands & number of
letters written by Landor to his father and to himself. To
Lord Honghton I am indebted for help of vurions kinds, and
to Mr. Swinbarne for his most friendly pains in looking
throogl the sheets of my work, and for many waloable

sugpgeations and eorrections.
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CHAFPTER L

BIRTH AND PARENTAGE—SCHOOL —COLLEGE.
(1775 ~1794.)

Few men have ever impreasad their peers so much, or the
general public so little, a8 WarTER Sivice Lawoon. Of
all celobrated authors, he has hitherto been one of the
least populer. Nevertheless he is among the most strik-
ing fignres in the history of English literaturs ; striking
alike by his character and his powers. Personally, Lander
exercised the spell of genius upon every one who came
near him. His gifts, attainments, impetuosities, his
originality, his force, his charm, were all of the same
conspicuous and imposing kind. Not to know what is
to be known of so remarkable a man is evidently to be a
loger. Not to be familiar with the works of so noble
a writer is to be much more of & loser atill.

The place oceupied by Landor among English men of
latters is & place apart. He wrote on many subjects and
in many forms, and was strong both in imagination and
in criticism. He was equally master of Latin and Eng-
lish, and equally at home in prose and verse, He cannot
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properly be associated with any given school, or indeed
with any given epoch, of our literature, as epochs are -
usually eounted, but stands alone, alike by the charscter
of his mind and by the tenour and circumstances of his
life. It is not easy to realize that a veteran who sur
vived to receive the homage of Mr. Swinhurne, can
have been twenty-five years old at the death of Cowper,
and forty-nine at the death of Byron. Such, however,
was the case of Landor. It is less than seventesn years
since he died, and less than eighteen since he published
his last book ; hie first book had been published before
Buonaparte was consul,  His literary activity extended, to
be precise, over a period of sixty-eight years (1785—
1863). Neither waas his career more remarkable for its
duration than for its proud and consistent independence.
It wae Landor's strength as well as his weakness that he
wae all his life & law to himself, writing in conformity
with no standards and in pursuit of no idesls but his
OW.

Ho strong, indeed, was this instinet of originelity in
Landor that he declines to fall in with the thoughts or
to repeat the worde of others even when to do so would
be most natural. Though en insatiable and retentive
reader; in his own writing he does not choose to deal in the
friendly and commodious currency of quotation, allusion,
and reminiscence. Everything he says must be his own
and nothing but hisown. On the other hand it is no part
of Landor's originality to provoke attention, ss many even
of illustrious writers have done, by emphasis or singularity
of style. Arbitrary and vehement beyond other men in
many of his thoughts, in their utterance he is always
sober and decorous. He delivers himself of whatever is
in his mindwiyhm air, to borrow an expreesion of his




