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PREFACE.

THE following pages bave been selacted
from the private diary of the famous
master, Moritz Svengali, which, upen
his death, came into the possession of
his aunt Marta Adler, and was intrusted
by her to the editor with many tearful
injunctions as to the care with which the
precious memento was to be preserved.

As is well knpwn, this incomparable
musician died soddenly at Drury Lane
Theater just as he and Mme. Svengali
were about to bepin their series of con-
certs, which, in the season of 185, the
London public had so eagerly antici-
pated,
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It will be remembered that Svengali
was too ill to conduct the concert as
ustal on what was to be the opening
night; but took his place in one of the
boxes from which be could easily be
seen by his wife, who was 5o devoted to
him that she never sang except in his
pregence,

No ane who, on that memorable night,
breathlessly awaited the first notes of
her marvelous wolce, will forget the
disappointment of the audience when
Mme Svengali broke down immedi-
ately upon her appearance, nor the hor-
ror zod sympathy that succeeded when
it was discovered that the canse of her
failure was that, on glancing toward her
husband's box, instead of meeting his
look of encouragement, she saw his life-
less body leaning against the rail.

It is probably unnecessary to say that
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the whole diary is not given; but only
such parts as throw light upon the most
interesting portions of the lLifs of this
remarkable man and best serve to illus-
trate his character and genius. Some
portions would be of no interest to the
public, others are devoted to private
family matters, and other pages, appar-
ently written under the influence of pas-
sion, are very tisconoected and have
many lines crossed cut; as if the writer
had, in a calmer mood, repented of his
anger,

As it is almost impossible to para-
phrase in English many of the idioms of
the Polish Hebrew dialect, it has been
thought best to abandon all attempts to
preserve the peculiarities of the author’s
style or the forms of expression of his
native toogue, in which the diary is
written,






THE DIARY OF
MORITZ SVENGALL

February 5tk 185—

To-dmorrow I leave for Paris. It is
gaod to turn ope's back upon the old
life of Porlisz. Yes, and even upon that
of Vienna and Leipsic. The shadow of
the Ghette ig over them all, for me, and
the smell of the long, narrow streets with
their overhanging pables, that shut out
what little light might come down but
for them,

If the mother and the sisters and all
the others were but away, 1 should never



