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* Claamda thow me frotn seorel fanite.” — PeL. xix. 13

“The King's daughter Ia a1 glorlons within: her dlothing
ts of wronght gold,”"—Pai xly. 1.
THE religion of Christ has something to say

to every man, woman, and child, in every

relation, on every day, in every experience of life.
It is not something for Bundays, and for prayer-
meetings, and for sick-rooma, death-beds, and
funergle: it is just ss muooh for the schocl-ropm,
the play-ground, the store, the kitchen, the street.
Wherever yon may chance to be, if yon listen
you will hesr a wvoice behind you whispering,
#Thig is the way; welk ye in it” The Bible
is the Word of (3od, cur Father's will econcerning
his ehildren; and it has something to say each
day, at every point of experience, to every one of
us. I want to help the girls and young women, if
I can, to hear a little of what Christ has to say to
them.

It is good for um to see ourselves a8 othess aes

]
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us. Hence, I have asked a number of Christian
young men to give me anawers to certain ques-
tions, and from these I hawe quoted in this famil-
iar talk. I take two of these guestiona, vis. _

1. “What are soms of the most common faults
in young women of yonr aoqueintance 77

2. “What are some of the essential slements
of character in your ideal of true young woman-
hood 7

We shall think then of common faultz and of
ideals. The firat text I bhave chosen is a prayer
for the cleansing of faults, The =econd is a
description of the life that pleases God.

# (leanse thon me from secret fanlte.” Is there
one of us who does not frown deepeat heart pray
this prayer ? [ pity that wmean or that woman who
does not long to be cured of faults, whatever they
are, however painful or costly their remowval
may be.

Bome one says, —and the words are worthy of
being written in gold, — * Count yourself richer that
day you discover a new fault in yourself, —not
richer becanse it ia there, but richer becanse it ia
no longer a hidden fanlt; and if you have not
found all your fanlts, pray to have them revealsd
to you, even if the revelation must come in a way
that hurts your pride.”
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Mr. Ruskin has this word also for young women :
#Make sure that however good you may be, you
. have faults; that however dull you may be, you
ean find out what they are; and that however slight
they. may be, you had better make some patient
effort to get quit of them. . . . Therefore ges thak
no day paszes in which you do not make yourself a
somewhat hetter ereature; and in order ta do that
find out first what you are now. . .. If you do
not dare to do thie, find ont why yon do not dare,
and try to get strength of heart emongh to look
yourself fairly in the face, in mind a3 well as in
body. . . . Always have two mircors on your toilet
table, and see that with proper ¢are you dress both
the mind snd body before them daily.”

These words chow ns the importance of the
prayer: “(leanse thou me from secret faclts™
We all have onr fanlts, which mar the beanty of
our lives in the eyes of others. Fvery noble soul
desires to grow oot of all faults, to have them cor-
rected. The smallest fanlt mars the beanty of the
character; and ome who sesks to possess only
“ whatsoaver things are lovely” will be eager to
be rid of whatever is faulty. Ofttimes, however,
we do not know our own fanlts: we are uncon-
-soious of them. We cannot see ourselves as oth-
ers gee us. Tha friend does us & true kindness
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who tells us of the things in cur character, hab-
its, manners, which appear as blemishes, although
many people have too much venity to be told of
their fanlts. They regent it as a personal insult
when one points out any blemigh in them. But
thizs is most foolish short-sightedness. To learn
of a fanlt 38 sn opporfunity to add s new line of
beauty to the life, Qur prayer each day shonld be
that God would show us our gecret fanlts, whatever
messenger he may sond to point them out, and
then give us grace to correct them.

The young men who have or lied to my question
goncerning the fanlts of young women have done
80 in most kindly epint, for to a noble soal it is
always an unweleome task to find fzult: it is much
easier to name the beautiful thinga in those we
love than the blemishea,

Beveral writers have referred to the matier of
dress.  One says, “Too much time is givem by
many young ladies to dressing.’ They searcely
think of anything else” Amnother names, % The
love of dress, the inordinate desive to execel their
companions in this partienlar,” as among the com-
mon faults in young women, adding that it haa led
many of them to ruin. Aaother says they like to
make themsslves attractive by conspicuoua pelors,
and supgests that if they would apend leas time in



