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TO THE LONCULALLE

JAMES BUCHANAN,
BECRETARY OF 8TATE,

AT WASHINGIOHY.

My pEsr fSis,

At length 1 have the pleusure of presenting o your
acceptance the “ Statesnen or Aneeics v 1846, They
will be succeeded by the © Qprxions ov ax Ewonismwoswax
ox America.*—Both of these works are indcbted to your
suggestion for their origing and for the privilege of being
inseribed with a name so distinguished ag that of Jaues
Bromawan.

1 have been anxious that the * Statesmen™ should appear
in Washington during the Session of Congress in 1847 ;
presuming that most of my {riends will be there agam
assembled. Should the Portraits be pronounced good like-
nesses, | shall be proud and happy ; and even should they
be found but faint in their resemblanee, the attempt itsell
to delineate them will prove to the valued originals how

* Will be reprinted by Carey and Tart uniform with the present volume.



2 PREFACE.

deeply engraven on my memory are their names and fea-
tures.

The Journals anncunce o change in the political aspect
of the country. Tt appears to me, however, that the Whig
elections in Pennsylvania, Ohio, and especially in the Die-
tator State of New York, have arisen oot ef questions
purely local, and affecting those sections alone,  The actual
true majorities in the United States will ever be vested in the
Demoeratic ranks ; natorally wod invariably the dominant
party in a Republie, It muost be so;—though incidental
circumstances would sometimes cause it to appear other-
wise. [ anticipate that the Americans will make a Demo-
cratic President in 18485 and, perbuaps, & moderate or a
Democratic Whiz in 1852,

But I will ccase wo imtermapd vor with wy English fire-
side lucubrations ; thongh T induiee in them frequenty for
the sake of recalling my ploasant residence at Washington,
in the midst of its [rank and social civeles. I trost to he
remembered, and semelimes 1o be wished for by maeny of
the actors in those brilliant seenes, which their kindness
rendered 1o me so fascinating,

Will vou, my dear Mr. Bronaxax, present to onr muotual
friends, in the name of my husband, his most grateful ac-
knowledgments for the hospitality and protection aceorded
to his Wife and Son by his faithful and gencrouz country-
men ;—and in my name, will you add, that 1 anticipate
with delight the time when T shall vetwrn again to be among
them. Englaud is my birthplace, and as sueh is dear; she
is the nursery of my carliest and tenderest affections, and
as such her name is sweet 1=



PLEFACKE, 1k

4 Here my Fathor's howas wae voneed §
Here my Mother's vaiec was heard ;
Here my infint children played

Beonoath the aalk's 'l.l"lefe-u_'h:umfiglg eliado."

But, in all the essential advantnges of life, Amerien is her
superior ; and these I wish to seek for my Sons’ and for
my Davghters’ suke.

You have promised me a welcome 5 and well yon know
the value of the boon you ollor. The Americans have
already given mea place in their” homes and in their hearts
and soon I shall come te elaim it ;—until then and always,
I remain,

My dear Sir,
Your faithlul Servant,
And aflectionate riend,
ZSARAH MYTTON MAURY.

Liverroor, 31a7 DEcEMDEE, 1546,
AxwiveERsar® oF TOE Dy T anmivEn v WasmixaTox,



