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What the campaign in Pennsylvania was to the Civil
War, what the battle of Gettysburg was to that cam-
paign, what the fight on Cemetery Hill was to that battle,
such is the present opportunity to the Christian civiliza-
tion of this country, Whatever can be done must be
done with speed. The building of great states depends
on one decade. The nationalizing of alien races must be
the work of a period which, in a nation’s life, is bur an
hour. ‘The elements we work upon and theose we must
work with, are fast precipitating themselves in fixed in-
stitutions and consolidated character.  Nothing will await
our convenience. Nothing is tolerant of a somnolent
enterprise. Immeasurable opportunities surround and
overshadow us. Soch, as T read it, is the central fact in
the philesophy of American Home Missions,

—Professor dustin Phelps.

Qur plea is not America for America’s sake, but
America for the world’s sake. For, if this generadon is
faithful to its trust, America is to become God’s right
arm in His battle with the world’s ignorance, and oppres-
sion and sin,

—Dr. Fasiah Strong.
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From the Editorial Committee

It is the purpose of the Inter-denominational Com-
mittee for the Home Mission Study Course to present
through its annual publications every phase of mission
work being done in the United States and its dependencies
by the Home Mission Societies of the different denomina-
fons. Those taking the course will thus gain year after
year an ever-widening view of our country’s needs and
the responsibility resting upon the church of Christ.

The undertaking is large, and as the books are limited
in price, and, therefore, in size, it will of necessity require
several volumes to complete it.  Continuity and proper
classification require such a division of subjects as will pre-
serve the unities through the entire serigs.  In following
this plan it may ocecur that one volume of the series will
deal only in part, possibly not atall, with the fields or phases
of work of a particular society, while anather volume may
deal exclusively with such work. Let no one, therefore,
who has entered upon the study course feel a lack of in-
terest in any book because the broad range of the study
may require that year the presentation of other fields than
those in which she is especially interested—these will be
considered in turn.

As each division of an army has its own place in the
march or the battle, so the different Christan denomina-
tions have been led of God into various fields of activity
—seeking each in its own place to advance the Kingdom
of our Lord. There arc ¢« diversities of operations but it
is the same God which worketh all in all.” We are
“ the body of Christ,” and if one member is successful
it i3 cause of rejoicing to all ; if one member suffer failure,
all suffer with it. Therefore this commanity of life and
spirit should give an interest in all work dene for Christ,
no matter hy whose hands it is wrought.

The committee has been greatly encouraged by the
reception accorded to the first two hooks of the series and
asks for this book, ““as one that iz worthy,” the same
kind consideration from home mission workers and the
general public,
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