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AUGUSTINE AND HIS MOTHER.



INTRODUCTION

Thir kittle book should be interesting nol
anly becowse of the wan and the event it deals
swith but also because of the writer and the

The likeness between St Augustine ond
Cordingl Newsman i very siriking. Whot-
ever difference crists 5 bwl the accideni of
divtanee, Transposing bath from the ends of
fifteen centuries of yeors we can conceive of
either as doing exactly what the olher did.

It was this Rinship of mind wihich enghied
Newman to interpret the life of Augustine so
faithfully and to write of Mis conversion as wo
ane else had written before him or ever will
wrile. Indeed there s no need for further
writing. Whoever reads this skeich knows St
Augustine—sees the soul of him laid bave by
the most sympathetic hand that ever pwt kind
and gentle thoughts into perfect language.
Was Newman thinking of Wz own dark hour
while he twrote? There can be little doubi
of 1. And so we hove the story af two
strangely beauiiful lives compiled and compleie
i owe shovi chapter.

For whe can write of sorrow bul who has
wept? or who can tell of strife but who hos
striven? or who can sing of viclory but who
fias fought ond won? Newmon's longuage
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CONVEREION OF

hore ip high art. He does nol wgste wwords
on litile things or coen on big things: he lokes
the preat things in the soint's career and with
a few bold sirokes the picture iz complete,
perfect, He met Augustine son! to soul and
ke tells us what ke saw.

The object in reprinting this skeleh is o
give the people of St Aupsisting's parish o
knowledpe of théir patron. This knowledge
cannat ever be conveved so well as in the
words of Nesvman, And 0 o spiritual way
must be helpful, What better means can be
wsed for leading sinners io repentamce or for
guiding thoge who are groping darkly towards
the light than to pul before them the life of
one who did himgelf sin and sorrow for f—
blazing o trail for us to the kingdom of heaven
through obstacles which appeur insurmouni-
able but are notf

There ir wel another obyect awd it iz fhis!
The parish lies al the very gates of a great
university. In all modern secular schools of
higher learning there {5 unguesiionably on
afmosphere of unfoith in formal Chriztiandy
and a general assumption that religious belief
and practice are incempatible with high indel-
lectual culture, I do not say this in a fauli-
finding ar dammatory spirit: T merely slate
wha! s generally concesved o be o fact, and
the friemnds of Ihe wniversines will not obfect
to ff; why shewld they? Now, whether e
adwmit it or not, the greater number of wy lake
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AUGUSTINE

whatever beliefs we may have on the awthority
of others, of men whom we kiow lo be our
superiors intellectually, whose characters we
adwiire and whose opinions we respect. Of
conrse there are those who like to strike the
intellectunl pose, who wish to have it thowght
that they work out all the problems of life for
themselves by themselves, but they ore nol to
be taken seriously. The many follow the
beaten way to conviction—"our fathers have
told us'—and as at presemt “our fathers”
happen to be, for the most part, men who do
wed Belewe i Divine Revelation, it iz wery
matural that those who sit ot their feel should
Mk swith fhem. A fwowledce of the hoes
and characters of the Rve wen Bronghf fo-
-gether in this Httle book will help to meet this
difficulty, We need make no apology, nor may
we take any shame lo owrselves for that we
belong to a Church which reckoned among
her most loyatly obedient children such minds
ag Saind Awgustisie and Cardinal Newman,
J. MeD.






CONVERSION OF
AUGUSTINE

“Thoy hast chsstized me and 1 was insteucted, s
i peer gnaccestomed to the yoke. Coovert me, and
I shall be converted, for Thou art the Lord my God.
For after Thou didst convert me, 1 did penance, and
after Thou didsi show unto me, I strock my thigh.
I am ennfounded and shamed, becapse 1 have borne
the reproach of my youth“—Jer. sy, J¥, .

Augustine was the son of a pious mother,
who had the pain of witnessing, for many
years, his wanderings in doubt and unbelief,
who prayed incessantly for his conversion, and
at lengih was blessed with the sight of it
From early yvouth he had given himself up to
a eourse of life qoite inconsistent with the
profession of a catechumen, into which he had
been admitied in infancy. How far he had
fallen into any great excesses is doubtful. He
uses language of himself which may have the
worst of meanings, but may, on the other
hand, be but the expression of deep repentance
and spiritual senaitiveness. In his twentieth
year he embraced the Manichsan heresy, in
which he comtinued nine years. Towards the
end of that time, leaving Africa, his native
country, frst for Rome, then for Milan, he
fell in with 5t. Ambroge; and his conversion
and baptsm followed in the course of his
thirty-fourth year. This memorable event, his
conversion, has been celebrated in the Western
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CONVERSION OF

Church from early times, being the only event
of the kind thus distinguished, excepting the
conversion of St Paul :
His life had been for many years one of
great anxiety and discomfort, the life of one
dissatisfied with himseli, and despairing of
finding the truth. Men of ordinary minds are
nat s0 citcumstanced as to feel the misery of
irreligion. That misery consists in the per-
verted and discordant action of the various
facultiez and functionz of the soul, which have
lost their legitimate governing power, and are
prable to regain it, except at the hands of
their Maker. Now the run of irreligions men
do not suffer in any great degree from this
disorder, amd are not misernbla; they have
neither great talents nor strong passions; they
hawve not within them the materials of rebellion
in soch measure as to threaten their pesce.
They follow their own wishes, they yield o
the bent of the moment; they acl on inclina-
tion, not on principle, but their motive powers
are neither strong opor various enough to be
trouhlesome. Their minds are in no semse
under rule; but anarchy is not in their case a
state of eonfusion, but of deadness; not pnlike
the internal comdition as #t is Teported of
eastern cities and provinees at preseat, in
which, though the government is weak or null,
the body pelitic goes on without any great
embarrassment or esllision of its members one
with another, by the force of inveterate habit,

8



