THE ELEMENTS OF
SOCIAL SCIENCE



Published @ 2017 Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd

ISBN 9780649160709

The elements of social science by R. M. Maclver

Except for use in any review, the reproduction or utilisation of this work in whole or in part in
any form by any electronic, mechanical or other means, now known or hereafter invented,
including xerography, photocopying and recording, or in any information storage or retrieval
system, is forbidden without the permission of the publisher, Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd, PO Box
1576 Collingwood, Victoria 3066 Australia.

All rights reserved.

Edited by Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd.
Cover @ 2017

This book is sold subject to the condition that it shall not, by way of trade or otherwise, be lent,
re-sold, hired out, or otherwise circulated without the publisher's prior consent in any form or
binding or cover other than that in which it is published and without a similar condition
including this condition being imposed on the subsequent purchaser.

www.triestepublishing.com



R. M. MACIVER

THE ELEMENTS OF
SOCIAL SCIENCE

ﬁTrieste






THE ELEMENTS
OF SOCIAL SCIENCE



BY THE SAME AUTHOR

COMMUNITY

LABOUR 1IN THE CHANGING
WORLD



THE ELEMENTS
OF SOCIAL SCIENCE

R. M. MACIVER

ABSOCIATE PROFERSOR OF POLTTICAL BCONOMY
UNIVERSITY OF TORONTD

METHUEN & CO. LTD.
6 ESSEX STREET W.C.
LONDON



.'r
o =
o

e
[~

Fivst Publizhad in T2l



CHAFTER

THE NATURE OF S0CIETY

I,

1L

Iv.

L S

TABLE OF CONTENTS

What Society Mefns - - - -
The Division of Labour - - - -
Community, Assoclation, and Institution
Sociology, the Science of Society - -
The Method of Social Science - -

THE S5TAGES OF SOCIETY

-

[T R A

Classification - - = - -
The Village Community - 5 . .
The City Community - . - -
The Feudal Community -
The Nation Community - . i =

[]
[]
l

SOCIETY AND ENYIRONMENT

I.
2
3-
s

Environment and Life -

The Physical Environment
The Economie Environment
The Social Environmert - .

]
[
i

INTERESTS AND ASSOCIATIONS

I.

2.

3-

Intecost and Will - a = x g
The Kinds of Association

Intrinsic Interests - - = = 3
W

PAGE

=

...
(ERES

-
R

21
27
33
38

67
i




vi SOCIAL SCIENCE

CHAFTER PAGE
¥. THE STRUCTURE OF S0OCIETY

1, The 5State, the other Associations, and the

Individual - - - - - - 8o
2. The Integration of Localities and Regions - g5
3. The Co-ordination of Mations or Peoples - 103
4. The Co-ordination of Classes - - - - 112

VI THE EVOLUTION OF SOCIETY

The Meaning of Social Evolution - - - IIg

2. The Mastery of the Envircnment :
1a) dhe Contvol of Orpanic Conditions - - 126
3 The Mastery of 1he Environment :

(b) phe Contrel of Economic Condilions - - 133
4. The Conditions of Evolation :
the Liberation of Powers - - - - T4l

VII. THE GREAT LAW OF S0CIAL EVOLUTION

1. Society and the Individual - - - - 149
2. The Making of Personality - . - = 154
3. The Eveclution of the Great Associations- - 158
4. Conclogion - - - . - - - I74
APPENDIX - = = = - &« = - - 48

INDEX e S T ¢ 1



THE ELEMENTS
OF SOCIAL SCIENCE

CHAPTER I

THE KATURE OF 50CIETY

I. WHAT SOCIETY MEANS

HEREVER there is life there is society, For
life can arise and continue only in its own

presence, in the society of like beings. In
the lowest stages of development the society whence new
life arises is incredibly brief and slight, a mere moment
of conjunction or proximity, but in the higher stages life
is always obviously social. It is born and nurtured in
society, it finds its degree of fulfilment, its character, its
limitation, in society. Society is more than our environ-
ment : it is our nature, It is within us as well as around
us. Aristotle revealed this truth long ago when he
defined man as a " social animal."  All animals are in
their degree social, but the highest is of necessity the
most soctal.

Society means likeness. It exists among like beings,
like-bodied and like-minded, Otherwise they could not
join to pursue their purposes, they could not in any
sense live together. Comradeship, intimacy, association
of any kind or degree would be impossible without some
understanding of each by the other, and that under-
standing depends on the likeness which each apprehends
in the other. Likeness may exist without creating society.
There are serious qualifications of the principle that
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