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PREFATORY NWOTE.

The thesis here published was begun in November, 1802,
and presented to the Dean of the Philosophival Faouity
on November 2, 1802, It i3 now printed by the authority
and at the expense of the University, in the hope that it
may be useful to other amadenis of the period which it

eovers,
ALBERT 8. COOE.

YaLE UMIvERSTY, February. 160,
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o

L

JUIN DRYDEN.

Tur seientific spivit, from the first the undertone
of the Renaissance movewenl, besaine dominant in
England only toward the latter half of the seven-
teenth century, when men, in some degree af leigure
from themselves, conld turn freely to the contein-
plation of the vniverse and of their own soeial and
intellectual experience. The literatnre of the time
waa quickly touched by this wuiversal delight in
the operation of law. The imagination became
the domain of reason ; excessive emphasia of indi-
viduulity was supplanted by a taste for beanty of
type and by zeal for the peneral zoud.  The appli-
eation of practical tests, the acccptance of roason
ag the final judge of truth, were virtues havdly less
chiracteristic of the new poefry than of the new
seionce.  Suddenly asked to give an aceount of

and to direct its efforts toward immediate resulls ;
1ts work was emphatically declared to be to delight
only that it might instrnet, while a growing sensi-
tiveness of the literary conscience forbade any
departure from the straightest and shortest way to

this emdd.



