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PREFACE.

T following collections reached my hands in a more or less
fragmentary state.  The bulk of the work had been written at
one time, and little was peaded to put it into a state for
publication.  But oiber portions, and those not the least
important, had been written at diflerent times wnd with
different objeots, and the task of weaving them all together in
the anthor’s absence was not o hight one. Thus, though the
author has read the proofs of all bul Appendix IL, it will be
easily nnderstood that the difficolties invelved in passing a book
of this kind throngh the pross, while he was residing several
thousand miles away, are such as to account for many imper-
fentions, which would have been rectified liwd he been able him-
gelf to determine its final form und to superintend ite publication.
The sins of omission, of occasional repetition, and perhape of
occasional obsenrity, that may bo found, must therefore be laid
at the editor's, and not at the author's door. T can only hope
that the circumstances may be taken into account to extenuate
these offences, :

The difficulties T have referred to would, indeed, have been
msuperable had it not been for the incessant help of Miss
Kingsley. The debt due to her is by no means confined to the



