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To Te Mewory Or 3y AoTuer
FANNY SCHOIF WALKLER

Whose strong intellect, exalied ptety, tireless energy
and unfailing generosity and sympathy, made
lier foremast i all good works, o a tower

of defense for her chilidren, early be-

relt of a0 tosul tather’s care; o,
To Toe Meuvogy Op My GRAXDDAUGLHITER
FLAMSE MORTON

Whe, like a beautifal visiom, Tadded  feoon life in her
Fwentietls Yeur,

[hese pases are lovingly inseribic.



THE QLD 8CHOFF FARM ITOUSE 1N OIIG
BUILT RDEFORE 1812



EARLY THSTORY OF THE SCHOFF (OR
SCHAFT) FAMILY

We know little of the carly history of the "'Schofis™,
fever a numerons family in America ; but ramor, faint
with the lapse of time, tells us that they were of the
nobility of Germany, and that our mmigrant ances-
tors to Pennsvivania were the “Darons von Schoff {or
von Schaaf) who, long before the American Revolo-
tion, immigrated to America on accoumt of religious
and political oppressions s that therr estates o Ger-
many were probably confiseated, and when ther left
the old home, they dropped a part of their surname,
which has long since been forgotten by their descen-
dants, severil of whom served i the War of the
American Revolution,

Philip Sehoff was the only child of his parents who
survived imfancy.  The christian name of his father is
uhiknown to the writer.

Fhis mother’s maiden name, was Elzabeth Sincer.

As a bov, he was remackable for his nousual size
phivsical strength, sl mental precocity, which acconnts
for the fact that in the darkest davs of our Strigele
for indepedence he shooldered o eun ieoished him
at homre, soddin Julv, 1778, 0 a0 swdilen and greent
ciercency, was enrolled me Copain Asian Hls Co, of
Cunherland Co. Malitia.

He wirs Jilered |l_‘~' the wreier, wlio, m her irl"itll'lll

b
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visits Lo him at the old farm in her childhood, and early
girthood, alwavs ook a hively imterest i his reminis-
vences of his serviee in the War of the American
IRevolution, Ias skirmishes later with the Indians, and
his experiences as a soldier i the War of 1812

Adter the lapse of many vears, my daughter, Mrs.
Winchester, (who was the first acting Historian of
the Danghters of the American Revalution in the State
of Indiana ), wished to place among the National Arch-
ives of the Danzhters of the American Revolution, with
those of her seven other “Revolutionary Sires™—a rec-
ord of the service of her great-grandfather Philip
schofr,

With nothing to guide her save the fire side tales
from the lipz of the old soldier, repeated 1o his little
cranddanghrer, Eloise Walker, (the writer of this
“Memorial™ ) the search was begun, and carried on
industriously, for several vears,

After many fruitless attemps to find it AMrs, Win-
chester's patient and persistent search for the official
record of so voung a soldier, (perhaps the voungest
Revolutionary: soldier upon the  official  records)
aroused the interest of the I'ennsylvania State Libra-
rian, who unearthed for her, o mass of long-forgotten
manuseripts in the basement of the State House, in
Harrishure, Peonna.

Among these papers was found the manuseript
“Aluster Roll,” of Capt. Asia Hill's Co. of Cumberland
Co, 'enna. Xlilitia.

The old fashioned hand writing was faded and
almost illezible, by the (ithen) lapse of more than 120
vears: the paper had been gnawed by mice, and was
covered with mildew,  Unfortunately, some of the
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natmes upon Lhe company roll were entirely obliterated ;
but the mame of PHILIP SCHOFF was there!

Thus by the long and patient endeavor of one of
his great-grandaughters one of the “fire side tales”
refated by the old soldier o his httle granddanghrer,
was verified by official records: and, incidentally, a
long-forgotten “Muster Roll” of the Amwerican Revo-
Iution, was rescued from total destruction and oblivion.

Mrs. Winchester next turned her attention to the
records of the War of 1812 ; and succeeded in verifying
the tales of her great-grandfather as to hizs service in
that war also, from Aoz 26, 1812 to November 12,
1812, in Capt. Absalom Martin’s Co. of Col. Day's
3rd Regt. Ohio Militia, War 1812, 1T company was
stationed on the (then) frontier: at a block house
near an Indian town called “Greentown™, in what was
then Richland Co. but is now Ashland Co, O,

'hilip Schoff was a prosperous citizen of the com-
munity in which he lived, and it was not the goadings
of poverty, which induced him to seek a new home in
"Western wilds”, but the promptings of the same
spipit of enterprise which dominated his ancestors, -
pelling them w leave the civilization of the ol world,
o bartie wath daneer and death me the new that i
Buaels  might  be opened  up, o heritage for their
tesecmlants,

bir st dleesd of Tad upon eecord i the court house,
m Carlisle, Pemuas, made by Philip sosl Elizahetl
Sehofi, of Dickenson twp,, Comberband Co, Penma,
.'\|hl'.ll 19, THOG. 1 _Ill]lu Selid T, o Allert 1w, he s
stvled T Yeoman." Cieaning a “frecholder,” o one who
held his Tnds an fee <tmple, amld was therefore entitled
ton the sufirge, amd w hold certain political offices, )



