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PREFACE

Tue various addresses which make up this vel
ume were prepared casually since the author bas
been connected with the Hoston schools, for
occasions beyond the regular demands of school-
supervision, the only official document being the
Supervisors’ Report of 1889, Such courses of lee-
tures and talks as have been given to the teachers
in the cdischarre of more [ormal duties may at
some time be compiled as o supplementary book,
more direct and practical in its nature than this,

Notwithstanding the segregation of subject in
these papers, they have an underlying unity of
thought and motive which warrants their presen-
tation as an educational treatise.  They are an
outgrowth of vital relations with the educational
reforms of the day; they represent advanced
theories, and have by right a strong flavor of dis-
cussion and active participation in questions con-
stantly pressed upon the consideration of thoughtful
teachgrs ; this gives them a realistic element, and
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perhaps too strenuous forms of expression, If
certain lines of thought are reiterated conspic-
uously, it is because they are forced to the front
by the needs of the schools and the demands of
progressive ideals. The great problem of the
development of character may have weighted the
expression too heavily, but its importance and
that of the law of evolution of the moral nature
have grown into the author's apprehension as
all-inclusive.

The necessity for a clear comprehension of the
nature and growth of the child in all his activities
has never been other than a primal fact to the
author's mind, and in the tich opportunities for ob-
servation which present associations have brought,
this necessity has been demonstrated and tlus-
trated so forcibly as Lo add carnestness to what-
ever the author has been culled to say about
educational principles and methods.

The author's grateful thanks are due to those
whose names appear in the dedication for their
maost ready and cordial permission,
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