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PREFACE.

Man was made to labor, is the voice of God,
through nature. To shun it, is to invite disease,
decay, and moral death. To oppress it, is to stifle
the noblest aspirations of the buman soul. To
encourage and protect it, is the highest duty of
government.

That our government fails in this duty because
the mind of the people canno: act directly upon
it, I verily believe. "To assist in removing the
obstacles that lie in the way of the full and per-
fect realization of all that labor has a right to
expect, or can reasonably hope for, through the
government, is the object of this work.

F. 0. Wizy,
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16 THE NEW ERA IN

public mind appears favorable te its growth.
The people seem to have become discouraged.
They admit that our liberties are curtailed, and
even threatened with overthrow. But, they say,
morey is all-powerful. If we elect a man in our
interest, the capitalists buy him; and what are
we to do about it ?

This question is asked almost daily by more
.than three-fourths of the voters of the United
States. IHow shzll weanswerit, and what have we
with which to check the painful tendency toward
centralization and the merciless march of the
money power }  Shall we offer the old Demo-
cratic party as a remedy ?. It is very willing to
be offered. It would gladly seize the reins of
power. Butwe have no guarantee that it would
give better security to business, or better protec-
tion to free institutions, than the Republican
party is giving.

Shall we offer the Greenback party ? It has
some noble reformatory principles in its platform.
Its ascension to power would undoubtedly
shift much of the burden of taxation from the
shoulders of the poor to the shoulders of the
rich, where it belongs. But what guarantee
have we that' the Greenback party, once
entrenched in a hundred thousand offices, will
not become as corrupt as other parties have.

None, whatever, Human nature is much the
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And this led him to the conviction, that no people
could be safe unless the government were placed in
their own haods.”

An attempt was made to establish our own
government upon this idea of Jeffersun’s, and a
very long step was taken in that direction.
Indeed, many did and do now believe that it was
accomplished as intended. The popular idea of
the American Government is represented in the
following, which I find in Bancroft's Footprints
of Time, and analysis of our government, page
401: =

" The national congress is a body of men represent-
ing and acting in the place of the people. They are
elected by the people to enact laws for the public good
—todo all,and no more nor less—than the people would
do if it were possible for them to assemble in one great
body and make the laws by which they wish to be
governed.”

The above quotation expresses the American
theory of our government, but in practice it
works very differently. Congress does not do
within gun shot of what the people would do if
they could all assemble together and make their
own laws. Read the following:

THE LAND GRANT.

“The land grant of the Northern Pacific Railroad
consists of 12,800 acres to each mile of track through
Minnesota, and 25,600 acres per mile through Dakota,






