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A Drrsent,

@&GGE MYERS bad a little shop on &
=% woll-known street-corner, in one of
cur A tlantic cities,

There, ob pleasant days, ladies came
to buy choap odgings, and even in rainy
weather there were costomers who stopped
for a paper of pins, or for a spool of " 40
eotton,” while Jacob's wife aat sewing be-
hind the counter,

Jacob was not much in the shop, him-
self ; he spent his time in making tripa
into the country, to sell a part of his stock
st the stray farm-lonses, aud in the way-
gide villages. Jacob had learned to go to
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the back door when he was refused at the
fromt, 2nd he was sare to lighten his pack
#nd make more beavy hiz poree, al every
kitchen he sntered. He had @it jewehry
to snit all tastes, and combe for ¥ o mera
aong," not to speak of laces and Luottons,
al what he declared to be " next to noth-
ing” pricss.

Jacob was not ont with his pack at the
time when onor story begins. No! He was
in hiz own shop, looking the very pleturs
of happiness.  Jadob had just received a
present, worth exactly twice as moech as
the thing he had long most wizhed for.

Now yon muzt not be thinking of puraes
of gold, or eargoes of lace edgings. Jacoh
valoed such things enongh, and too much
donbtless, bot he valwad etill more the
gifts & kind hand had zent him.

Back of the shop wag the small * family
room,” with a stair-case leading out of it
{ato the chamber above.



A PHEZENT. T

Ir that opper room were Jacob's treas
wre's—two little black-eyed baby-boys
twing, as “alike as two peas,” and each
looking aboot him, s if mweh astonished
at finding himselt in sach & quesr world,
with =such & gueer little brother at his
eida.

Jucolra wife, Neomi, seemed a3 well
pleazed a3 ler husband, and there was a
gwoet, placid jov in her face as ghe lay
there, with her twin-babies beside her.

For some pokoown reason, people
choose Lo give twins names just as nearly
alike a8z possible, without being exactly
thie same, 83 if it were not puzeling encugh
to have two tiny things tottering sbout,
the very plctores of each other, without
adding o the dificulty.

Jacoh Myers, however, wae nol wizer
thon the vest of mankind In this particn-
lar, us we shall soon see,

Jucob had a book which contained the



