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THE CAESARS.

Tur condition of the Reman Emperors hag never
vet been fully appreciatod 5 nor has it been sufficiently
perceived in what respeets it wos absolutely wnique.
There was but one Rome: no other eity, 08 we are
gatisfied by the ceilation of many facts, either of an-
eient or modorn times, has ever rivalled this astonishing
metropalis In the grandeur of magnitude ; and not
maty — if we except the eities of Groece, nons at
all —in the grandeur of architectoral display, Spoak-
ing even of London, we ought in all reason to say —
tha Nation af London, and not the City of London;
but of Rome in her palmy days, nothing less could be
said in tho naked severity of logic. A million and a
balf of souls — thal population, apart from any othor
distinetions, is per g2 for London o justifving ground for
such a classification 4 fortéori, then, will it belong to
n ¢ity which counted frorn one horn to the other of itz
mighty suburbs not less than four millions of inhabi-
tamts ! ot the very leasl, as we Tesolutelv maintain after

reviewing all that hag been written on that much voxed
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theme, and yery probably holf as many more.  Repub-
licar Bome had her preregative tribe ; the earth has
its prevogotive city ; and that eity was Bome,

As was the eity, such was its prince — mysterious,
solitery, unique.  Fach was to the other an adequate
counterpart, each reciprocally that perfect mirror which
reflected, as it were in elfie materia, those incomru.
nicable atribuies of grandeur, that under the same
ghape and denomination never upon this earth were
destined to be revived, Home has not been repeated
neither hag Cwsar, 8 Cawer, 04 Roma — was a
maxim of Roman jurisprudence,  And the same maxim
may be translated infe a wider meaning ; in which it
becomes {rue also for our higiorical experience, Ceesar
and Rome have Rourished and expived togather. The
illimitable attribirtes of the Roman prince, boundless
and compreheneive as the universal air, —Ilke that
also bright and apprehensitle to the most vagrant eye,
yet in parts {and those not far removed) unfathomable
ng ooter darkoess, (for no ehamber in o dungeon could
shroud in mose impenetrable concealment a decd of
murder than the spper chambers of she air,) — these
attributes, so impressive to the imagination, and which
all the subtlety of the Roman® wit could as little fathom
as the flests of Cesar could traverse the Polar basin,
or unlock the gates of the Pacific, are best symbaolizad,
and find their most appropriate exponent, in the Himi-
table city itself — that Rotwe, whose contre, the Capitol,
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was immovable as Teneriffe or Aias, but whose eir-
cumference was shadowy, wncentain, restless, and ad-
vaneing as the fronters of her allwonquering empire.
It is false to say, that with Cesar eame the destroction
of Roman greatness, Peaco, hollow rhetoricians !
Until Ceesar came, Rome was a winor; by him, she
attained her majority, and fulfilled her destiny,  Caius
Julius, you say, deflowered the virgin purity of her
civil liberties. Doubtless, then, Rome had risen
immaculats from -the amms of Sylta and of Mariya,
Bat, if it were Caive Julivs who deflowered Rome,
if under him she forfeited her dowery of civie purity,
if to him she first unloosed hor maiden zono, then be
it affirmed boldly — that she reserved hor greatest
favors for the noblest of her wooers, and we may
plead the justification of Falconbridge for his mother’s
tranagressions with the lion-hearted king — sueh a sin
was solf-ennobled.  Thd Julive deflower Romne 2 Then,
by that eonsummation, he eaused her to flfil the func-
tions of her nature ; ho compellad her io cxchange the
imperfect and inchoate condition of & mere femina for
the perfections of a mulier, And metaphor apart,
we maintain that Rome lost na liberties by the mighty
Juliug, - That which in tondency, and by the spieit of
har institutions — that which, by her very eoruptions
and ahuses eo-operating with her taws, Rome promised
and invalved in the germ — even that, and nothing less
or different, did Rome unfold and aceomplish under



