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PREFACE.

{Which the Author bojes will be read :—it is not long.)

Tre disadvantage of a title-page which mi-
nutely specifies the contents of a work is,
that it naturally excites large expectations,
and, if these are disappointed, the author
is in danger of realizing the old fable of
the mouse and the mountain :

“ Parturient montes, naseetur ridiculus mus,"

The writer of the following pages prefers,
however, incurring this risque to adopting
the modern fashion of giving short title-
pages, which leave the reader almost en-
tirely in the dark as to the subject of the
bock. The old method has at least this
recommendation, that it enables a person to
form some idea of the contents of a work



