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INTRODUCTION

AGNIFICENT in their ruin, and splendid in their decay,
the ancient strongholds of the Barons—the survivals
of bygone times—built by rugged men in a rugged

- age, are landmarks in the history of 4 great nation ; memorials

of chivalry; silent witnesses of heroic deeds; symbols, too,

of cruelty and oppression in days of lawlessness, when might
was right, and the strong triumphed over the weak.

These colossal warders in stone, that frowned over the
Marches, or flung defiance across the Border-land, have
passed, some into peaceful dwellings, where Feudal strength
and domestic comfort are happily blended ; while others
have fallen into decay, and the mouldering walls draped
with ivy, and the picturesque remains of keep and turret
and tower, lend an added charm to the delight of an
English landscape.

Our British ancestors exhibited considerzble acquaintance
with the best methods of defensive warfare in selecting for
their stronghold a spot already fortified by nature. One of
the best examples of this kind is Old Sarum, which, according
to Clark, was a fortified enclosure of the ancient Britons.
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INTRODUCTION

It embraces an area of nearly thirty acres, surrounded by a
double vallum and moat, and was successively occupied by
Roman and Saxon. But the largest British camp is Maiden
Castle, near Dorchester. Its ramparts rise to a height of
6o feet, and it extends 1,000 yards from east to west, and
measures 500 yards from north to south. In time of war
the tribes resorted to their fenced city, which was protected
by a trench, a wall, and a stockade, within which their
families and cattle found shelter. *This was the “dun,”
or stronghold, whence the names London, Maidun, Sinodun.

The Romans left their mark uwpon the land in cities
encircled by massive walls flanked with towers. Portions
of the old Roman wall may be seen in London, Chester,
Richborough, and many other places. Its chief characteristic
is the string course of red brick or tiles which occurs at
regular intervals in the masonry.

The Saxons had crude notions of fortification, and even
Alfred the Great was content to defend his frontier with
a ditch and palisade. But what remains of their stonework
exhibits great strength and solidity of structure, as at
Coningsburgh Castle, near Doncaster. 'The masonry consisted
of rough stones coarsely dressed with “long and short™ work
in the quoins. The windows were generally single with
semicircular heads, and narrow in proportion to their length.
The arches were ornamented with varied moulding, and

* York Powell 10



INTRODUCTION

the columns and other parts of the fabric were sometimes
decorated with fern-leaf or herring-bone work, such as may
be seen in a portion of the wall at Corfe Castle. Spiral
and zigzag ornament is also found.

The Norman structure had wider arches and taller
columns; the windows are double, with rounded tops, and
the doorways often richly decorated.

“William the Norman was not a great builder of Castles.”
Many of the structures raised in this period were wooden
erections, or improvements of Saxon forts already existing.
But the distinguishing feature of Norman fortification was
the Keep. A square tower of vast proportions, built on an
area of from 5o fect to 100 feet square, and, with walls
from 7 feet to 20 feet thick, was erected on the old
Saxon mound and encircled by a wall and trench, guarded
by a ring of forts, with a bridge across the fosse. *The
English called the “motte” or mound the “burh,” and the
title afterwards included the settlement which grew up
under shelter of the Castle, and subsequently became a
burgh. The finest specimen of a Norman Keep is the
Tower of London, or the *“White Tower.”

The entrance to the Keep was through a fore tower
or vestibule tower, as in Rochester Castle, built on one
face of the main structure, and about two-thirds of its
height. A stairway rose within this outer defence to the

* Oman + Clark 1



