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PREFACE.

THE writer has seldom enjoyed himself

more than in showing an American
fricnd over Oxford. He has fclt some-
thing of the same enjoyment in prepar-
ing, with the hope of interesting some
American visitors, this outline of the his-
tory of the University and her Colleges.
He would gladly believe that Oxford and
Cambridge, having now, by emancipation
and reform, been reunited to the nation,
may also be reunited to the race; and
that to them, not less than to the Um-
versities of Germany, the eyes of Ameri-
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cans desirous of studying at a European
as well as at an American University may
henceforth be turned.

It was once the writer’s duty, in the
service of a Royal Commission of Inquiry, -
to make himself well acquainted with the
archives of the University and its Col-
leges. But he has also availed himself
of a number of recent publications, such
as the series of the Oxford Historical
Society, the history of the University by
Mr. Maxwell Lyte, and the volume on
the Colleges of Oxford and their tradi-
tions, edited by Mr. Andrew Clark, as
well as of the excellent little Guide pub-
lished by Messrs. James Parker and Co.



