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PREFACE.

The chief aim of this work is to place within the reach
of the English-reading public every portion of the Ice-
landic-Sagas relating to the Pre-Columbian Discovery of
America by the Northmen, and to indicate the movementa
by which that discovery was preceded. The reader will,
therefore, find in this volume material from the Sagas not
to be found in any other work in an English form.

The Sagas have been left, in the main, to tell their own
etory, though the necessary notes and explanations have
been added

Solongagnss the year 1838, & distingmished writer in
the North American Review, in closing s valuable and
appreciative article on the Bagss relating to America,
paid: ““We trust that some zealons student of these subjects
will he immediately found, who will put the Teslandic
authorities into an English dress, and prepare them, with
pmp-ar]uamryappmtm, for the perusal of the general

hlﬁﬂﬁthisnugmmnwmwﬁmiu by the writer.
Availing himself liberally of the studies of thoee who had
preceded him, he brought out & volume devoted to the mb-
jeet. That work, however,awmgloalngedamand
monwmtoutofpnnt- while in 1890 the progress of dis-
enseion, snd the nesrnees of the coming Columbian Cele-
brat on, justified & new edition, which was brought out,
with various improvements, being soon exhansted.

A third edition is now called for, and, in fact, rendered
necessary by the discovery in the Vatican Library, at Rome,
of & number of Papal letters that exhibit the subject in
a new light. The testimony of these letters is of the high-
est value.
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In treating the Sagas, the writer has not felt called upon
to modify his views on any important point, and, substan-
tially, his interpretation of these documents is the same as
that nndertaken in the original work, Time has only served
to strengthen the belief of scholars in the historical char.
acter of the Sagas, while geographical studies now point, as
formerly, to New England as one scene of the Northman’s
exploits, many of which have left no record, though traces
of Icelandic cccupation may yet be found on the coast
between Cape Cod and Nevs Scotia.

The aunthor is strengthened in his opinion, not enly by
his own studies, but by the growing faver with which
the profoundest scholars in Europe regard the Ieclandic
historical literature. Everywhere societies, as well as dis.
tingnished students of history, are in one way or another
expreasing their belief in the suthenticity of the Sagas re-
lating to the Pre-Columbian Diseovery of America, Speak-
ing of the Iselandie voyagers, and their acquaintenece with
America, Professor Max Muller eays: “I bave met with
nothing to shake my belief in the fact that the Northmen
posseased such knowledge.” *

This work is not issued with the least intention of seek-
ing to detract from the glory of the achievements of Colum-
bus. That were impossible, though we should remember
the claim of the Cabots, the great fellow ecountrymen of
the Gonoese, who saw the Continent of America before
Columbus himeelf viewed it. The desire ia to place before
the reader the story preceding that of 1492, which is so
interesting and important.

The author hopea that the Sagss have not been misin.
terpreted, or left obscure, especislly as these records relat-
ing to the Pre-Columbian voyages are given in Professor
BRafn's work on the Antiquitier of America, accompanied
by helpful notes and versions in Latin and Danish. In
everything relating to the latter tongne, the amthor has
had the invaluable assistance and advice of one who has

* Letter to the Author, August 14, 138g.
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spoken it from childhood. He has also had most import-
snt and indispensable aid in connection with the Icelandie.

This work being strietly historical, both in spirit and de-
sign, the poetical extracts which occur here and there are
translated as literally sa possible, without any attempt to
garnish them with metre and rhyme. Nevertheless ex-
amples in rhyme are given in the Notes.

It will be seen that the author differs on some pointa from
Professor Rafn; yet it is belioved that if that great student
of Northern Antiquities could have gone over the subject
again, stodying it on the ground, and amid the scenes in
which 80 many of the exploits of the Northmen were per-
formed, he wounld have modified some of his views,

On the other hand, the author haz sought to strengthen
saveral of the conelusions of that noble and laborious inves-
tigator, snd particularly by bringing out more fully the
truthfulness of the Icelandic deseriptions of the New Eng-
land coast, which, centuries ago, presented an aspect that it
does not mow possees.

Let us remember, too, that in vindicating the Icelanders
we honor those who gave, not indeed the first kmowledge
of the American Continent, but men to whom we are in-
debted for much that we estzem very valuable besides the
immeortal Bagas. In reality we fable, in a great measuve,
when we speak of onr ‘‘ Baxon inheritance.” It is rather
from the Northmen that we derived vital energy, freedom
of thought, and, in a measure that we do not yet suspect,
our etrength of speech. Yet, happily, the people are be-
coming conscious of their indebtedness; so that it is to be
hoped that the time is not far distant when the Northmen
may be recognized in their true social, political and liter-

character, and at the same time, as navigators assume
their rightful position in the Pre-Columbian Discovery of
America.

It is gratifying to fo be able to state here, in econelud-
ing, that, after the publicstion of the Becond Edition of
this work (just before 1880), the distinguished historian of
the United States, the Hon, George Bancroft, under date



