IS THE CHURCH OF
ENGLAND PROTESTANT?
A HISTORICAL ESSAY



Published @ 2017 Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd

ISBN 9780649342679

Is the Church of England Protestant? A historical essay by Homersham Cox

Except for use in any review, the reproduction or utilisation of this work in whole or in part in
any form by any electronic, mechanical or other means, now known or hereafter invented,
including xerography, photocopying and recording, or in any information storage or retrieval
system, is forbidden without the permission of the publisher, Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd, PO Box
1576 Collingwood, Victoria 3066 Australia.

All rights reserved.

Edited by Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd.
Cover @ 2017

This book is sold subject to the condition that it shall not, by way of trade or otherwise, be lent,
re-sold, hired out, or otherwise circulated without the publisher's prior consent in any form or
binding or cover other than that in which it is published and without a similar condition
including this condition being imposed on the subsequent purchaser.

www.triestepublishing.com



HOMERSHAM COX

IS THE CHURCH OF
ENGLAND PROTESTANT?
A HISTORICAL ESSAY

ﬁTrieste






IS THE CHURCH OF ENGLAND
PROTESTANT'?

A HISTORICAL ESSAY.

RY

HOMERSHAM COX, M.A.

4 JUOGE OF COONTE COCRTH.

EECOND RIMNTHON, REFAED AND ALGYENTED,

LONDON :
LONGMAXNS, GREEN, AND CO.

1875,
frn 21’ -ﬂ'-L






PREFACE

T0
THE SECOND EDITION.

e ———

Tuy firsk edition of this Eseay obfained an nnexpeeted
degree of success, the whole of 2 considerable impression
havine been sold in the course of a few monthe. Aas
the Publishers asgure me that the demand for this little
work continnes, I have prepared a second edition, in
which some errors of the firet are eorrocted, snd the
account of the transsctions of Convocation in the reign
of William ITL. re-writtem. A chapter on the Evan-
gelical rystem is added, The prineipal temet of the
Evangelical school is here combated freely and earnestly,
but, I trust, not unfairly or acrimoniously. A most
firm and thorough conviction of the unseriptural cha-
racter of that tenet is compatible with a sincere respect
for the great hody of the clergy by whom it is main-
tained,
Homersnad Cox.

Toxsrmeae:

Juns 1874,






PREFACE
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THE FIRST EDITION,
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Some Pamta of the following Hasay appeared, in July
last, in letters which I publighed under the same title,
in the Daily Telegraph. These letters produced a great
multitude of replies, addremed, some to the Editor,
some to mo personally,. Many of them were aeri-
monious snd minatory, Others were argumentative
and these I have carefully aonsidered before writing
this paper. Others strongly urged me to republish my
letters in & separate form. Thia suggestion was made
by peraons of such aminemce and authority, that it
secemed o sufficient encoursgement for putting together
the following observations. They give & most im-
perfect and inadequate view of the subject. In the
compass of a few pages it was not possible to contaio a
theme to which the great masters of English theology
have devoted vast stores of learning and research.

Houznsmax Cox.

Ixeemn Temrix:

Ot 1574,






IS THE CHURCH OF ENGLAND
PROTESTANT ?

INTRGDUCTION,

Mucs DEPENDE 8t the present time oo the apswer to this
question. If the Church of England {s correctly designated
Protestant, the Evangelical party has an almost unassailzble
position. Their armunent stands simply thas ! The Church is
Protestant—erge, we are justified in upholding the thing called
Protestantism, and in using our ntmost endeavours to repress
opposition to it by vigorous lerielation.

Bat the first step in the argument is based on an unproved
avaumnption. Search the Prayer Book through, and yon will
not find the word © I'rotestant ™ once nsed. Nowhere in the
Articles, Liturgy, or Homilise doss it oeour.  If there weors
ong instance—only one anlitary instance—in which the desig-
nation had been adopted by our Church; if on sny single
vecasivn, from the period of the leformation until the present
time, ehe had e designated herself ; the Evangelicals would
have soms juslification for their Imrsiﬂtent endeavours o
assimnilate the English Church to the Kirk of Scotland and the
Lutheran and Calviniatic congregationn of the Continent.

‘Mere reiteration, however frequent or vehament, will not
supply the place of proof. If the Church be Protestant, how
easy must it be to point to the passipe or pamasges in her
aunthentic records in which the tifle s assamed ! Aa 1 said,
much depends on this preliminary proof. Show Wt doe be
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