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OUR EDUCATIONAL POLICY IN INDIA.

@ Bital Question

THE GOVERNMENT AND THE CHURCH.

BY

REV. JAMES JOHNSTON,

BENION WINIFTER OF AT, JabiEd's FRER ot ROH, OLARBIOW,

“The maln ohjeat of the darpatch” of 1958, comtalniog the valuabls Oode of Education for
Iodis, ** ls to dvers the efforta of the Government front the ediveation of ¢he higher clisses, upan
whown they bad up to that dats bean ton exclusively directed, and to toon them $o the wider
diffasion of situcatlon among wll classes of tha pacple, snd sepeclully to the provision of primary
Instrnotion for the niase. " —Puriomentary Blee Bock, 1570,

** And now, after & lapae of twenty Funm, the smurgent wnavoldable question iy, Why wre thers
not plain initlostions of Lie speedy sscomplisbmeni? Ta it nob owing to the lack of falthininees
%0 It painciples in the Education Depactment, boberabed aod connlved st by the Beuogsl
3 Gomernment "—.dlahabad Misrion Confirence, 14715

1t is the moral and not the silitary question which stands Oret 18 tha order of ideas, wilth
reference Lo the pywar of England 1n Indls, a8 much &8 with reference to tha power in Englsnd
§taelf, of the Biata aver the people."—d Britiah Steleator.

EDINBURGH: JOHN MACLAREN & SON.
LONDON: JAMES NISBET & CO.

18470.




PREFATORY NOTE.

B —

WE have amved at a crims in the history of education in
India.

Tt demands the earnest attention of every Christian and
patriot, and it will require combined and continued effort
to accomplish the end desired by the wise and benevolent
men who drew up the Despatoh of 1854, and by those
distinguished missionartes, with Dir. Daff at their head, who
astablished schools and colleges for Christian education.

The spread of information, such as I have endeavoured,
at the request of {riends, o present in a plain and trust-
worthy form, must be our first work.

I shall be glad to hear from any who arve willing to assist
in this important undertaking.

J.J.

BornyLaw, BRIDOR-0r-ALLAN,
15th May, 1879,




OUR EDUCATIONAL POLICY IN INDIA.

—_—

I ProPOSE to treat briefly of the educational methods by Ohject ta
which the Government of our conniry has sought, to bestow e
the benefits of a higher civilisation, and the Church of
Christ, to confer the still higher blessings of Chwistianity on
cgur empire in Indis, fto show what the results of those
methods bave been, and to call attention to certain changes,
in the present modes of procedare, which seem essential to
the attainment of the important ends desired by the Church
and the Government.

The subject is both important and urgent. It bears
directly on the highest wellbeing of two hundred millions of
our fellow-subjects, it involves the stability of our empire in
India, it affects the higher interest of the kingdom of God.

A BRIEF HISTORICAL SEETCH.

There are three periods of our history in India which Three peciods.
may be characterised by their appropriate symbols—the ell-
wand, the aword, and the sceptre. The firat, or mercantile,
which still continues an important feature, had an imperial
style and stamp upon it from the first, and the military
character of our rule, which has existed ride by side with
the earliest adventures of commerce, iz still painfully
prominent in the third period of settled government; still,
as we shall show, there is & marked predomivance of the
three characteristics, trade, conquest, and legislation, at the

periods referred to.

First Prrion.—TEADE,

For about a hundred years trade was the special, we may Bast Indis
say the exclusive, object of the East India Company.* By Denpmr:

* Appendix A,



The Com
afffioted with
earth-hunger,

Trade tribuke.
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the habita of its members, as well as the pature of its con—
stitution, it could not be otherwise. It is expressly laid
down in the original charter, that the Company was to con-
gist of merchants only. In the lapguage of the period, “no
gentlemen were to be members of the Company,” and so-
tenacious were the “Qovernor and Company™ of this:
featura of their charter, that when the Court party wished to.
give the command of the first fleet of merchantmen to Sir
Edward Michelborne, they refused his services on the:
ground of his being & gentleman, saying they “would sort.
their business with men of their own quality." Until the-
end of the seventeenth century gain was the great pursuit..
It is not pleasant to look back upon the means employed
for the attainment of their sordid ends, and it s not my
intention to form an estimate of the character of the men,.
or the morality of their commercial transactions. The ex--
tengion- of trade, protection of their monopoly, and large-
profits were the ends they never lost sight of, and which they-
pursued with & courage, sagacity, and perseverance worthy:
of the higheat aims of moral agents—the pursuit of virtus,,
the good of men,

Secown PErIoD.—CoNQURELT.

It was not until the year 1683 that the East India Com--
peny entered on a new line of policy. Tn that year we find
them openly aspiring to independent anthority in the East,
In the language of Mr. Mill, * Tt was then laid down as a
determined object of policy that independence was to be
established in India, and dominion acquired.” At that date
they wrote to their agents: “ The incresse of our revenue-
is the subject of our care as much as our trade” They
resolved to be “a nation in India,” and held up to their
servants the example of the Duich, wha, they say, in sending-
advices to their governors, “ wrote ten paragraphs regarding;
tribute for one relative to trade.”

This tribute they evidently locked on not sg a revenue
for the maintenance of & government ruling for the benefit
of the people, but a3 a new and fruitful source of profit to
the Company. Conquest was sougbt, not from motives of
ambition, that “infirmity of noble minds;”" but from the:



Qower and mere degrading infirmity—the love of money. It

is true that ambitious men often got the power into their

own hands, and aimed at conquest more for its own sske

than for the material advantages to be gained; and what
seemed incidental circumstanees often led to wars which

were far from profitable to the Company, A mysterious AhigherPower
band seemed to lead them on from one war of defence or 'odins
aggression te another, until by the end of another century

the trading Company had become masters of an empire
more populous than that of Alexander or the Cmsars. Up

#o this time we can trace no well-defined, far less systematic,

plans for the benefit of India. (lreat gemerals, shle gover-

nors, good men did appear and strove hard to introduce
beneficent plans for the government of the country or the
benefit of portions of it over which they had control; but

the system was adverse to any great or beneficent measures,

a selfish poliey of gain and aggrandisement was the order

of the day.

Tamp PEROD.—LEGIELATION,

It was not until about the beginning of the present century
that we find a clear and decisive change in the policy of
the Company; and that originated not from within, but
from without. It was in the British Parliament that the
change was effected, '

The charter of the Company had to be renewed every Remonbility

twenty yoars, and new powers wera claimed by Parliament
83 the possessions of this imperial trading corporation in-
creased ; a sense of responsibility began to manifest itself
in the Legislature when the subject was diseussed in 1793,
It was not, however, until the remewsl of the charter in
1813 that the conscience of the eountry was really aroused
to a sense of the solemn cbligations which our great power
and vast territories in Indin imposed.

It was to & small body of men that we owe the begin- The “Clapham
ning of a new era in our relations with India—a& compact R,
phalanx of true patriots, whose greatness aross from the
soundnesy of their moral principles and the purity of their
motives, and whose power sprang from the strength of their
<onvictions, The same nobla band of men who achieved



Charter of
1815
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the emancipation of the slaves in the West Indies, were the
means of intreducing intec East India sound principles of
government and the blessings of education and religion.

The contest was keen, but what the wisdom and experi-
ence of Grant and the eloquence of Wilberforce failed to
obtain in 1793 was secured in 1813, The movement in the
direction of a higher moral tone in the government of India,
and & desire to improve the condition of the people, to
liberata them from many of their own barbarous and immoral
customs, and to free the government from sinful complicity
in the idolatrous practices of the heathen, were greatly aided
by the writings of Claudiua Buchanan, the son of a Seotch
schoolmaster, under the patronage of distinguished Indisn
statesmen such as Lord Wellesley and Lord Minto. Buch-
anan was gent out by Mr. Heury Thornton, ons of the
leaders of the *Clapham men,” as a chaplain to the
Compangy.

From the year 1781 the Lepgislature had been asserting
its right to a voice in the government of India, at first
through one of the responsible advisers of the Crown, and a
few years after by a * Board of Control,” snd in 1793
several members of the Privy Couneil were placed apon the
“Board” with large powers in all matters of imperial policy.

In 1813 the moenopoly of the trade with India was
abolished, and that with China followed in 1823, In fact,
“the Company* ng & body of traders practically ceased to
exigt. Instead of each of its members and servants, as at
first, being of the trading olass, none of the employecs of
the Government are now allowed to engage in trade on their
own account, and a3 ome comsequence of this change of
policy, the character of the servies has from that time gone
on in the march of improvement, and for many years the
public servants of the Crown in India bave been as distin-
guished for honour, justice, aud benevolence as they had
always been for talent, energy, and courage.

It is not, however, my intention to describe the nature of

reapon
ersonal, the new charter or the eoffecta of its cperation, I refer to

the change for two reasons,
First, to call attention to the fact, that the nation has
been from that time respomsible for the government of
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India, and, that we are individually responsible for the action
of our Government in the Fast, as well as at home,—that
we cannot escape from our obligation for pational sins and
duties towards our fellow-subjects in Tndia,

We are all the more under moral obligations to cur Government
fellow-subjects in India from the fact, that they have no Jems i
representative voice in the choice of their rulers. They are
still, and for many a day must continue to be, governed as a
conguered race. Cur government is prfernal in form, we Should be
are the more bound to see that it is paternal in character. fag o
The position of our country as a Christian nation, with the
destiny of two hundred millions of an alien race in our
hands, is the most solemn ever assigned by an overruling
Providence to any nation upon earth. This sense of respon-
sibility is intensified by the consideration, that these millions
of our fellow-subjects are nearly all Muhammadan or
heathen.

My second reason, for valling: attention to the change in Reform must
the relation of the Legislature to the people of India, is to famenr ™"
arrest attention on this other fact, that the most important
and beneficent measures for the amelioration and improve-
ment of the condition of the native of India have been
carried out by the Home Governmend,

Great and good men in Tndia have originated and planned
moat valuable measures, but under the old rdyime they were
comparatively powerless to carry them into effect. The
interests of trade and profits stood in the way, and blinded
the eyes of the Directors to any change merely for the benefit
of the native, But since the establishment of the * Board of
Control” in 1793, and by more recent measures, Parliament
have taken the reins into their own hands, there is a desire
to rule for the higher and unselfish euds of government. The
heart and conscience of the nation have, to a large extent,
been reacherd, and do now sincerely seek the good of India.

If the attention of the Covernment and the sympathy of
Parliament can be fixed on any real grievance, there is a
fair prospect of its removal; and, convince cur rulers at
home of any obvicus benefit to be sought by legislation, and
if practicable, there is hope that it will be couferred, Under
the old rule in Indis & deaf ear was turned to any change



