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PFRELIMINARY XNOTICE.

L]

O the distingnished anthors of T'orsin, none perhaps
have enjoyed in the Ewslorn world a more decided
wd wider populurity than Badi, and few, if imdecd
any, bave 80 ncarly atlaived that rank sven in our
Western world. He early won the aiteotion of
Eurcpeun scholars thronrh a Latin {roosladion of his
Lest Enown woerk, the Gulistin, or Heoss Gardem,
made by George Geolius, aad published hy him at
Amaterdam, A1}, 1631, ynder the title of Hosmanun
Politicum. The fama of thiz celehruted production
has sines, but with a congdderable interval of time,
been exicngively diffused by olher franslnfions nteo
the priccipal langnages of Enrope! in our own by
thosa of Gladwin, Dmmonling Les, Rosy, and more
racently an excellont one by Professor Eastwick; in
German, by Nesselminn snd Grof; in France, by
Sernclet.  This eelebrity has beon deservedly merited
by the good senze and wit and wisdom of the author,
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Ti. PEFETMINARY NOTICE.

1o hia knowledge of the world and humen ﬂﬂtﬂrﬂ.h—}‘
hiz religions fecling azd high moval tone, and by the |
poniral clearness and  shaplicity of his style; in
which lInst particuler ke stunds, comporatively
speaking, in romarkebie conteast to (he ordinary
rodanlancy of exprossion, amd exaggeration of
sentiment and fgure, iz letsian composition,

Snpikh-Muslibk-ud-Tho Haci wing bora st Shivdz,
the capiin]l of Tersie, or rather of the provinee of
Fars, which might not be lopreopeddy entitled the
TPersian Athens in (e colosing veors of the pwellth
century ¢ 8 pericel in which Furepe was slowly
emerging from madieval darkness, Ho wes pitrenieed
by the Ataber Sand-ben-Zingd, the then Ruolor of
Fara, at whose Courl hiz fether is said to have held
some pffes.. He gppears to bave been educated, in
part nt leasi, in the Nizamian Callege of Baghdad,
ard to have been o pupil of tho Blhaikh Abdol Kodor
Gileni, who instraceed him in theolegy and the
pringiples of the Bull seet, and withi whom he moade
hiz frst Pilgrimago to BMecea| which he is said to
have riponted in his after-lfe fourtren times. He
waz, s we gather from aolices In hix works, in the
conrse of it a gread traveller in distant countries, and
1= satd to have nssisted in the Holy Wars against the
Tnfdels in Asir Minor and in Tndis;—
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PRELIMINALY XOTICE. TiL

“ T bave wandered throvsgh varkmas qoastees of the workd,
And spemt my doys cenvering with every ord T et
Im every copney ©fonnd smacthing ba profl we |
Fram every sheal T gathorsd an ear™

Omn one ocension, he tolls ug himself, that whilst he
hnd withdrwwn indo fhe deasrt nenr Jarueslem to
perform his religions axercises, he wos made captivo
by the Franks, who sant him to work with some Jews
in digring the trenches ut Tripoli. Hero he was
recopnized by sm sequamdanes whom he had koown i
vb Aleppo, und  whe, pityving iz sad condifton, |
rodecmad him wilh ten dingrs, loak him hore witli
Tim, and subsequently marrisd him to his daoghter, |'
giving him a partion of one hondred dinars, Thi=s
marriaga did not prove a happy one. Her disposition, |
ha says, was ill-tompored and wlaesive, s0 thal @ oguibe
destroved his  comforl.  Chne doy  tamatingly she
exclaimed, ** Art oot thou the man whom my falher
bought for ben dionrsf™  * Yes™ he replied, ™ and
pabil 10 thee lor & hundred 1™

Bwli married a second time at Banda, the capital of
Yemen., Wa may hope that his zecond nuptials were
erovwned with more felicity than his first sppears to
hove becn. To the Dostdn ie found an afecting
paszare, in which he deplores the death of his sonin
terme of the most poignant anguieh. The ovents of
Sadi's life recorded by his biographors are but fow,




Tiii. FREL1ININARY ¥OTICE. |

and those few rest probably on little aumthority.
Perhaps the Toet himsolf is Ris own best and most
suthentic rocopder of hisacts and opiniong, Tor the Ir
attentive reader of his works will 3o alle to form a
very fair estimate of what ke did, sod what he
thonabt, and what he was, and will find presented to
his view in them o lively and intoresting portraiture
of an intellizent, wise, and estimalle men. TF the
story be- trme, that when the JMaister of Hulako
Ehan sent him o present of 50,000 dinnrs he
cxpended them on o howse of entertainment for
traveilers, he peactised the generosity which ha eo
often and 50 well inenleates in his precepts.

If to the poricd of his childhood and youth and the
tima passed in the XNizaminn College in hia education
and thealomical studics we add the thirty years which
ke is reporied to have consumed in his fravels and
the various advertores of his waadering life, Badi
must have bean already of more than mafurce age,
when, ns he i3 sald 4o hiave dons, he returned to his
native city Shirds, whore he spent the remainder of
hiz days in retirement, in relizioas ecntemplistion, in
receiving the fricnds and stravgers, whom his great
fame draw arpund him or atneted to visit him, end
probably in the compasition of his various works, of
which Hosa fn his Lfc cnumerndes twenty-two, and J




PRELIMINARY NOTICE. 1X.

Qir Gore Quseley in hie Biographieal Notices of the
Persian Poets gives a list with their titlea of twenty-
fonr, and which ke probably wonld hardly have hod
the leisare fo excowte on his jowrmeys. His life
appeart 10 have besn prolongod to extreme olid age,
thewesh we may be exeused from accepting Daulet
Shah's hia hiographer's nssertion fhat it was extended
to one hundred and dwo years. He wae buried newr
Shiriz, where his fomb was geen by [Kaempfer in 1653,
who deserilbes it ol thal time as almost a ruin; by
Franklin in |786-7, who saya that wnless repaired it
must soon fall entively to doway ; sud agam by Sir
Gore Ouselay m 1811, whe, from ths reveromec in
which he bald Sadi, wished himself to do somcthiog
to save it from destrwelion. Bul the Governor of
Fuora, “loo proud,” e suys, “ to aceede to my wishes,
oaxd too avaricious to be at the expensa himself, would
not allow me to earry my intentions inte execution,
hut promised himself to pat it into as fine a state of
rapair ae the Vakil Kerim Khon had dene the tombof
Hufiz. Bul he bas oot fulfiled his promize, and * ik
is to be feared and lemented that eve long not a stone
will tell where the once brightest ornument of Persia
—the matchless possessor of piety, genius, and
learning—was entombed.'”

In the pioturs which Franklin eaw of him near the
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