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PREFACE.
Tae study of error is olten only o Little less important
than the study of truth.  The listory of the huwman mind
in its progress from ignorance towards knowledge, should
tell us the mistakes indo wlhich it lias sometimes wandered,
as well as its steps in the right patl.  We tum indead
with more pleasure to review the sources from which the
world has gained any of its valualie traths, in the hope of
thers finding some further knowledge which may be equally
valnable ; while for our evrors, so long a3 we are unwilling
to acknowledze them to be ervors, we too offen shut our
eyes, and refuse to be shewn thetr origin,

The Emperor Muaeus Antoninug, in his philosophical
work, mentions the several tutors and friends from whomn
he gained his good habits, aml these views of lile which
he chiefly valued | but though we must suppose that he
was aware of some foilings in his character, he does not
tell us to whieh of hiz companions he owed them. And
so it 15 with the benefitz of eivilization, arts, and religion |
and also with the evils of superstition.  Modern Europe
readily acknowlodges how many benelits il received from
Rome, from Greece, and from Judea, but hos been willing
to forget how much of its superstition came from Egypt.

When Christiang shall af length acknowledge that many
of those doctrines which together now make np orthodoxy,
or the religion of the majority, as distinguished from the
simple religion which Jesus teught and practized, when
they shall acknowledge that many of them are so many
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aad and lamentable errors, then, and not 1l then, will they
soek o know their origin, and enguive from which of the
several breanches of Pagonism fhey spruoog. They will
then zee that wwar of the so ealled Christinn doctrines,
that ave no place i the New Testament, reached Enrope
fram Beyvpt, thiemgh Alexandria,

The ain of the following pages is not only to explain
the Mythology of Foypt, It to show the extracrdinary
vendiness with which its religions opinions were copied by
the neighiboneing nations, pacticulatly by the Greeks aml
Romans,  Inomatters of religion, the more ignorant part
of those two nations bowed in reverence to the greater
earnestness aml seriouzness of the Egyprians, who were at
the same time so remarkably vich in mythological inven-
tion.  Pagan Greeeo veceived from Egypt all that part of
it religion which related to a fature state of rewards and
punizhiments, and thengh Christinn Greece was for a short
titne fon intelligent tn take the whole of the Egyptian
mysticism mul superstition, yet Christion Tlome, from
which our own opinions were chiefly Teamed, Lal no
anch hesitation, and was af alt tiores 0 most willing papil,

These faets may receive some explonation from two
known laws of the Toman mind, Fivst, among veligions
persons the [ear of doing wroug wakes them more afraid
of falling fnlo secpticisme than mito evedulity ; and those
wha helieve wnope, whether 1]""."" holicve ||.'I.'I5-_il_'.|"'r' or unwisely,
are apt to think themselves on safor ground than those
who believe loss. In the case of 4 proposition in science,
when the srgiments for it and agaiost it scem equal, the
reagoner withlolds his assent ; bue in the ease of a religi-
ous dogion or articke of faith, the mind in its weakness



