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PREFATORY NOTE BY THE GENERAL EDITOR

HE primary object of these Commentaries ia to be

exegetical, to interpret the meaning of each book of
the Bible in the light of modern knowledge to English
readers. The Editors will not deal, except subordinately,
with questions of textual criticiam or philology; but taking
the English text in the Revised Version as their basis, they
will aim at combining  hearty acceptance of critical principles
with loyalty to the Catholic Faith.

The series will be less elementary than the Cambridge
Bible for Schools, less critical than the International Critical
Commentary, leas didactic than the Expositor’s Bible ; and it
is hoped that it may be of use both to theological students
and to the clergy, as well as to the growing pumber of
educated laymen and laywomen who wish to read the Bible
intelligently and reverently.

Each commentary will therefore have
(i) An Intreduction etating the bearing of modern
criticiem and research upon the historical character of the
book, and drawing out the contribution which the book, as a
whole, makes to the body of religions truth.
(i) A careful paraphrase of the text with notea on the
more difficult passages and, if need be, excursuses on any
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points of special importance either for doctrine, or eccleai-
astical organisation, or spiritual life.

But the books of the Bible are so varied in character that
considerable latitude ia needed, as to the proportion which the
various parts should hold to each other. The (General Editor
will therefore only endeavour to secure a general uniformity
in scope and character: but the exact method adopted in
each case and the final responsibility for the statements made
will rest with the individual contributors.

By permission of the Delegates of the Oxford University
Prees and of the Syndica of the Cambridge University Press
the Text used in this Beries of Commentaries is the Revised
Version of the Holy Beriptures.

WALTER LOCK



PREFACE

N preparing this edition of the Epistle of St James

I have tried to keep in view the primary ohjects of
the Westminster Commentaries, and the various classes of
readers for whom they are intended. During the passing
of these pages through the press, the recent attacks upon
the Epistle have received a prompt and vigorous reply from
the veteran Professor, Dr Bernhard Weiss, of the University
of Berlin. The force and firmness of this reply (to which
frequent reference will be found) and the fact that it comes
from a scholar of such eminence may well administer a
rebuke to those English writers who apparently think that,
in their inconsiderate objections to the traditional views of
the Church, they may claim the support of every German
critic of learning and statua.

It is a pleasant duty to express my most grateful thanks
to Dr Lock for his many and valuable suggestions, and for
his ungrudging care in the revision of the proofs.

R. J. ENOWLING

Sept. 1904



